
Mississippi Valley Chapter  -  “Ole Boys” 

When we think about what it is that makes us join an organization like ACBS our thoughts can go in many 

directions.  Some of us have finished our prized project and would like to have a venue in which to display our 

work.  Others would like to participate in social events with people who have a similar interest in old boats.  The 

ability to access resources that can aide in our restoration process such as the videos on the ACBS web site and the 

long list of professional restoration businesses in the Rudder magazine are a distinct advantage for our 

organization.  For those that prefer to purchase a completed boat, ACBS can provide not only listings of where 

classic boats can be found but what should be looked for in a vintage boat.  All these are valid reasons for joining 

ACBS, but I feel the most valuable is the ability to network with local people that help provide the needed 

knowledge that has not yet been acquired by someone new to the hobby.  The ability to work with someone who 

has “done this before” can often get us over the rough spots. 

That being said those of us in the Mississippi Valley Chapter can consider ourselves very lucky.  In 2007 Dale Roth 

joined our chapter.  Dale was new to the world of classic boats but not to restoration processes.  He had restored 

multiple cars before his interests turned to boats and the four bay garage located on his property could now house 

a new kind of vehicle.  Dale offered his garage as a place to work on boats and we began to show up on Tuesday 

nights. As members heard about what was going on, they would ask us what it was all about.  We would say it was 

simply a group of us old boys (unfortunately too good a description for us) getting together and sharing our various 

skills to work on whatever boat was in the garage.  The name “ole Boys” seemed to stick and I suppose became 

official when we were given a varnished transom with that name across the back.  That transom now hangs in the 

shop. 

 

As time went on the number of members that showed 
up began to increase.  This not only increased our 
potential knowledge base but also the camaraderie 
within the chapter.  On most evenings we not only 
work on boats but also bar-b-que some hot dogs and 
hamburgers, down a few beers, and try to solve a few 
of the world’s problems. 

 

 

The diversity of skills of the various members that show up is by far our biggest advantage.  Some of us are good 

working with wood, others know motors, others are good with electronics and wiring, and we have someone else 

that does simple upholstery work.  All of these skills are provided at no charge to the boat owner.  We only ask 

that the owner be a member of the chapter and that they work along with the rest of us in the completion of the 

project 

  



 

 

The owner is only financially responsible for all supplies used in the project, and because Dale’s garage is heated 

(we work all winter) a very reasonable monthly charge is accessed for use of his facility. 

What types of projects have we completed?  The type of boat and the scope of the project vary greatly.  Some 

projects have been simple refresh projects; repaint, re-varnish, clean up the hardware, and maybe redo some of 

the upholstery.  Others have been complete restoration projects that started out as very “grey” boats.  Types of 

boats are mostly runabouts but we have also done a small race boat, a small outboard cruiser, and even a couple 

of “bumper boats” that came from an amusement arcade at the Lake of the Qzarks.  In addition to boats we have 

refurbished a number of trailers. 

Our first project was a home built planked runabout using the Edwin Monk “Turn” design.  This boat was started by 

a father / son team in the 1930s but was never totally completed.  Dale obtained the boat from a gentleman who 

lived close to Hannibal, MO, he then joined the chapter, offered his garage for a workshop and “ole Boys” was 

born.  That happened in 2008 and since then we have worked on twenty-one boats with, again, some being simple 

refreshes and others total restorations.  Our latest project is a 1959 20’ Thompson lapstrake utility which we hope 

to complete by June of 2017. 

In addition to full size boats we have sometimes been sidetracked into construction of other “fun” boat related 

items.  We have built two toy boats, one as a rocker and the other as a wagon.  Both will accommodate a small 

child.  The rocker we raffled off at the St. Louis Boat Show as a fund raiser for the chapter.  We did quite well with 

a profit of about $500.  The wagon was a birthday gift for Dale’s grandchild.  We also cut off the back end of a worn 

out Chris Craft Kit boat and made a desk to be used at our shows.  One of our other unique projects was a wheel 

chair ramp for Dale’s house.  Unfortunately, Dale had an accident at work and broke his leg.  This meant he would 

be at home confined to a wheelchair for about six months with no access to the shop (how boring).  We decided a 

ramp that of course looked like a dock ramp would be a great way to get him out of the house.  The ramp included 

lights for night time use.  He said he had fun rolling down the ramp especially a couple of times when he did it on 

ice, his wife was not sure it was quite that much fun.  

As I become aware of what other chapters are doing I realize that what we are doing at “Ole Boys” is rare but not 

unique.  I have heard of other chapters that do similar things.  If a chapter is able to create a similar organization I 

would highly recommend it.  Before Ole Boys our chapter had between 15 to20 members, we now have about 60 

members.  There are other reasons for our growth but I feel Ole Boys is the single most significant factor in that 

growth.  I realize there are significant obstacles to creating this type of organization.  A shop is of course the 

hardest thing to obtain.  It takes either a very gracious member that offers up their workspace for the club, or a 

significant amount of money to acquire that space.  Tools, both hand and power, must be either purchased or 

offered up by members. An alternative is the same concept but without a dedicated workspace.  Traveling from 

one members workspace to another’s accomplishes the sharing on knowledge and the camaraderie.  So if you can 

pull it off, it’s worth it.  Good luck and have fun, it’s a great hobby. 



  

Some examples of completed boats: 

Before After  

  

1959 Chris Craft Cavalier 
Total Restoration including 
multiple frames, bottom, 
sides, transom, motor and 
upholstery. Project took 
approximately 18 months. 

  

1937 Home Built Planked 
Built with an Edwin Monk 
“Turn” design.  Boat was 
originally configured for 
racing but never completed 
for that purpose. 

  

1959 Bowman 
The hull of this boat is plastic 
not fiberglass.  Another total 
restoration with significant 
work for structural integrity. 
Motor was also restored. 

  

1959 US Molded Plywood 
Basic design of boat was 

significantly modified. Rear 
seat placed directly behind 
front.  Rear deck including 

hatch along with motor well 
added to back. 

 

 


