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Editor’s Corner

We had an early 
ice-out, and that 

was great for the mood 
of the “hungry boater”.   
Hey – maybe I should 
use that as my new 
tag line! On second 
thought, I may be fed 
food everywhere I go, 
and that’s not what 
I need. I’m always 
looking for some fun 
these days – any little 

tidbit we can find to put a smile in our lives, like a little more  
sun, the warm water on the lake, a working engine, 
or especially the smell of varnish. 
The club has been keeping very busy bringing you information 
in an entertaining way, in the hope of keeping us together and 
strong.  It’s been no small feat, and thanks go to our current 
president Mike Gridley, who has gone above and beyond 
leading ACBS-Toronto through these changes. 
We hope you had a chance to see the online features we 
presented over the winter. We continue online with the 
40th boat show of our club this summer. Yes, this online is a 
challenge, but, like a boat on the water in high winds, we turn 
into it and stay on top. We are looking forward to celebrating 
the show together, and your participation will help to make it 
the best online show we can present.

We are also involved in a very important event on Lake Joe to 
raise funds for the CNIB. This will be in conjunction with our 
online boat show and will be a safe way to celebrate the day 
and go boating. It is the 60th anniversary of the camp.  Look 
for more details in this issue, and plan to raise some funds by 
joining in! The next planned ACBS “boating-with-friends” is 
International Vintage Boating Day on August 21, which was 
a great success last year. We hope to see you on the water 
again this year.
Many members have sent in stories about their boats this 
past winter. This is wonderful, and I, for one, say “Thank you!”  
First is Keith Farrier, a newer member who resides in Moncton, 
New Brunswick. He is eagerly awaiting the completion of a 
new build, with a classic and iconic ‘East Coast’ look. Hugh 
Larratt-Smith has expanded his boating with a restoration on 
a Duke playmate. A long-time boater and friend sent in the 
story of KaRaT, an Elco with a story so big it’s in two parts. 
Lastly, Prior Smith sent us a story about his passion for cedar 
strips and the Peterborough Canoe Company. All these boats 
and stories are in this issue.
Our resident archivist, Mary Storey, has gathered together 
the history of Lake Craft in Bracebridge. What a history it had! 
It’s wonderful that Classicboat gets to be the vessel to record 
this history.
I always like to make sure to thank those regular contributors 
who continue to volunteer their time and share the expertise 
they have gathered over the years. Ron Stevenson, John 
Gullick, and Dwight Boyd, we salute you! 
Sadly, we recently lost three great ambassadors to the 
hobby. First, is one of our proofreaders at Classicboat. Our 
condolences go to Pat Durant. Bob has been a wonderful 
part of our team. We also lost another wonderful collector 
and contributor to the club, Graeme Ferguson and his wife 
Phyllis. Graeme hosted many club events at his home on 
Lake of Bays.
Enjoy your summer, take photos, and share your stories.

Chris Bullen, classicboat@acbs.ca • 416-505-9861

E-mail the editor, Chris Bullen at classicboat@acbs.ca
Please send Word document with separate JPEG attachments  
(1 MB in size, limit 2). Deadline for next issue is August 1, 2021.

welcomes 
your articles,  

photos, 
comments 
and letters.

What’s in Your Basket?
Share your meal ideas and recipes!

Do you have a favourite snack 
or lunch perfect for the boat 

or beach?

Please send to classicboat@acbs.ca
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Summer – it’s finally 
here, and it is great to 
be back on the water 

enjoying our boats. While 
COVID-19 is still having an 
impact on our events and 
activities, ACBS-Toronto 
has and will continue to 
operate virtual and select 
events that follow social 
distancing guidelines.

Over the Winter and into the Spring, ACBS-Toronto became 
leaders in the vintage boat world with our virtual online 
events. The Virtual Winter Workshop and the three Virtual 
Spring Shop Tour Videos have been extremely successful 
and continue to attract viewers to our website and YouTube 
Channel.

This Summer, while we must forego the Vintage Boat Show in 
Gravenhurst, there are some great options for members and 
non-members to celebrate our 40th Show. For 2021 we will 
be going online with the ACBS-Toronto Virtual Vintage Boat 
Show, July 10th. As well, to celebrate the actual show day, we 
hope to see you on the water for the Dock-to-Dock Poker 
Run for Camp Joe. This is a terrific event that provides both 

President’s Message: ACBS-Toronto

time on the water and supports the CNIB’s Summer Camp on  
Lake Joseph.

Later this Summer, you can also take part in one of the 
multiple International Vintage Boating Days scheduled for 
August 21. Last year ACBS-Toronto volunteers in partnership 
with the Muskoka Lakes Association created National Vintage 
Boating Day. Based on the successful events of 2020 and 
interest from ACBS-International, this year the event is going 
International. 

What is very gratifying with all these events and activities is 
that each and every one has been made possible by members. 
Volunteers are the lifeblood of our organization. They work 
hard, they work creatively, and they commit time to ensure 
that ACBS-Toronto provides a wide range of communications 
and activities for our members and the public.  

Stay safe and enjoy the best that the Summer of 2021 has  
to offer.

Cheers,

Mike Gridley, mikegridley@acbs.ca • 705-791-1687

Mike
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President’s Message: 

ACBS-International

Congratulations 
to the leadership 
and volunteers 

of ACBS-Toronto on the 
success of not one, but 
two virtual events in 
the last three months! 
There is nothing 
quite like attending 
your annual Winter 
Workshop and Spring 

Tour in person, but the recorded versions certainly enable a 
much larger audience to participate. We are looking forward 
to your virtual vintage boat show in July!
As I’ve written in the past, one focus area for the International 
Board is chapter outreach. To that end, we have decided to 
hire a part-time Community Engagement Manager who will 
be responsible for brand awareness on social media and 
member engagement. By the time you read this message, 
that person should be in place. New ACBS staff will include 
a small number of part-time people with a specific skill set to 
help ACBS grow.
In further HQ news, we are pleased to announce a partnership 
with the Antique Boat Museum in Clayton to create a shared 
staff model to help ACBS with administrative duties. ABM 
has part-time staff who work 12 months. Some of the ABM  
part-time staff welcome the opportunity to also work part-
time for ACBS.
It looks like things will begin to open up again this summer. 
I recently attended the Keels and Wheels show in Seabrook, 
Texas. This was my first time attending a boat show in an 
official capacity after being ACBS President for 1.5 years. It 
was an awesome event even though it rained most of the day 
on Saturday. Sunday was sunny and warm after some early 
morning bucketing. About 40 boats were in attendance, with 
some staying away because of the weather. This was a great 
event sponsored by the Southwest Chapter.
I have been travelling for work since late last year, and it’s 
clear that more people are comfortable to travel in the U.S.  
I hope this translates into more boating events this summer, 
including our chapter’s Clear Lake Show in June with reduced 
attendance and many COVID protocols.
The “go/no go” decision for our Annual General Meeting 
scheduled for Coeur d’Alene in September will be made in 
mid-June. Stay tuned for an announcement then. While I feel 
confident about having the show with some COVID protocols 
put in place, I realize that things may take a little longer to get 
back to normal in your neck of the woods. We look forward to 
the time when we can all gather safely once again. 

Change is in the wind…
From the bilge,
Timothy C. Bush 
tbassoc@comcast.net • 408-826-1633

W E L C O M E
ACBS-Toronto
New Members

Since our last issue of Classicboat, the  
following have joined ACBS-Toronto

We hope that your association with ACBS will be 
pleasant and worthwhile and we will welcome your 

input and involvement with our various events.

Welcome New Members – as part of our new 
engagement initiative we have a committee of 
volunteers who will be reaching out to you to 
personally welcome you to the club and have a quick 
conversation about what ACBS-Toronto is all about.  
Please make sure that you include your phone 
number in your profile so that we can contact you.

Jonathan Hutcheon / Toronto

Cameron Krajcik & Alexandra Barkovich / Burlington

Doug & Shelley Alkenbrack / Napanee

Hugh Larratt-Smith / Toronto

Tom Toporowski / Garden Bay, BC

Daniel Amireault / L’Épiphanie, QC

June Audette & Joseph Brennan, Burlington

Denis & Jocelyne Leblanc / Rockland

Stephen Titus / Kilworthy

Adam Koch / Puslinch
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ACBS-Toronto 2021 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
2528 Bayview Ave., P.O. Box 35529, North York, Ont. M2L 2Y4

Tel: 416-299-3311  Fax: 416-299-3387  
Email: info@acbs.ca  Visit our website at www.acbs.ca

Past-President - Scott Dunsmoor (Membership, Nominations, Directory)  
 <membership@acbs.ca> 905-642-1754 
President - Mike Gridley (Communications, Boat Show Chair)  
 <mikegridley@acbs.ca> 705-791-1687  
Secretary - Maureen Fyke <maureenfyke@gmail.com > 716-380-9736
Treasurer - Tim Aikenhead  <taikenhead@sportables.ca> 905-305-0413, x 308
Directors
Chris Bullen (Classicboat) <woodboatfun@gmail.com> 416-505-9861 
Bill Clarke (Membership) <wm.r.clarke@gmail.com> 416-833-6562 
Tom Crawford (Finance, Donations)  <trcrawfordcpaca@gmail.com> 905-845-7456
Gerry Lodge (Safety/Insurance/Gov’t Relations)
 <lodgic.lodge@gmail.com> 416-417-0031 
Greg Martin (Nominations, Sponsorship) <gv4martin@outlook.com> 416-706-1000
Bryan Shaw (Advertising) <bryan.shaw@sympatico.ca>  416-666-9845
Jeff Titshall (Winter Workshop, Spring Tour) <jefftitshall@xplornet.com>  705-323-7801
Scott Waites (Fibreclassics) <sbrtyd@hotmail.com> 416-708-7775
Directors at Large
Dunc Hawkins (Int’l Relations) < dunc.hawkins220@gmail.com> 705-445-9969 
Lawton Osler <lawton.osler@oslerhr.ca>  416-562-5910
Editor, Classicboat - Chris Bullen        <classicboat@acbs.ca> 416-505-9861
WAVE - Brian Atkinson <wave@acbs.ca>  416-580-2911

All of your Directors attend regularly scheduled meetings throughout the year where 
they provide input into the club’s direction. In addition, each is responsible for specific 

areas. If you have questions or comments about particular club functions or events, 
please contact the relevant Director.

KEY INTEREST GROUP ROSTER

Coordinator ...............................Gerry Lodge .......lodgic.lodge@gmail.com ........... 416-417-0031
ACBS Rental Availability Registry .Scott Dunsmoor .membership@acbs.ca ................ 416-299-3311
Antique Outboard Motors ..........Ron Stevenson ...mrmotor@sympatico.ca ............. 905-668-1667
Barnes Boats .............................Mike Windsor.....windsor@muskoka.com ............. 705-687-7887
Borneman Boats .......................Al Young ............patalyoung@gmail.com ............. 705-687-3258
Cedar Strip Boats .......................Ken Lavalette .....ken@woodwindyachts.com ....... 905-986-9663
Cedar Strip Canoes .....................Will Ruch ............................................................... 613-332-6650
Century Boats ............................Brian Atkinson ...brianratkinson@sympatico.ca .... 416-580-2911
Clive Brown Boats ......................Bill Clark ............clark@yyzlaw.com...................... 416-975-4888
Cruisers - Large Boats ................Kevin Hartley .....kevin@woodworkbykevin.com .... 705-527-4726
Disappearing Propeller Boats ....Ian Dickson ........ibdickson@cogeco.ca ................. 905-628-8263
Ditchburn Boats ........................Ed Skinner..........edskinner28@gmail.com ........... 705-765-5064
Duke Boats ................................Ed Skinner..........edskinner28@gmail.com ........... 705-765-5064
Fibreclassics ...............................Scott Waites .......sbrty@hotmail.com ................... 416-708-7775
Greavette Boats .........................John Storey ........mstorey@cogeco.ca ................... 705-684-9560
Gidley Boats ..............................Patrick Keefe ......patricktkeefe1033@gmail.com... 416-821-2066
Gren-ell Boats ...........................Chris Grant .........grantk47@gmail.com ................ 613-283-1046
Grew Boats ................................Patrick Keefe ......patricktkeefe1033@gmail.com... 416-821-2066
Inboard Engines ........................Matt Fairbrass ....m.fairbrass@hotmail.com .......... 705-765-0961
J-Craft Boats .............................Chris Whitney ....compositetooling@rogers.com .. 905-252-4407
Minett & Minett  Shields ............Murray Walker ...murraywalkermuskoka@gmail.com . 416-464-8722
Outboard Hydroplanes ..............Ken Kirk .............kenkirk@pelotonmedia.ca ......... 416-223-3933
Outboard Runabouts .................Ken Lavalette .....ken@woodwindyachts.com ....... 905-986-9663
Peterborough/Lakefield Boats ...Prior Smith ........priorsmith@nexicom.net ........... 705-654-3901
Sachau Marine ..........................Elsa-Ann Pickard samarboats@gmail.com ............ 905-833-0550
Seabird Boats ............................Stan Hunter .......stan@stanhunter.ca ................... 705-764-0191
Shepherd Boats .........................Brian Norman ....bjnorman113@gmail.com ......... 705-931-4822
Youth Boat Building ..................Malcolm Black ...blackbox@cogeco.ca .................. 905-873-0141
The primary purpose of this roster is to make it easy for you to connect with others who have 
similar interests relating to any aspect of antique or classic boating. The main role of these 
coordinators is to help get the information and/or guidance, or to locate the parts or historical 
information that you need. If you have a suggestion for a group you would like to see listed or an 
individual you think would make an effective coordinator, contact Gerry Lodge, listed above.

Particularly for the new members, the following is a list of references for the various  
boat builders. If you need information, check with the appropriate individual below. 

  ACBS-Toronto 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Find out What’s Happening at the Muskoka Discovery 
Centre and the Canadian Canoe Museum on page 10.

ACBS-Toronto
The following are official ACBS-Toronto events and are 
organized/sanctioned by the Board of Directors. These events 
can only succeed with your involvement. Please be sure to 
support your club by attending and/or volunteering at as many 
events as possible. Please register online where available.

Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic ACBS-Toronto has decided 
that for the safety and health of our members, volunteers 
and public to offer select events as online virtual events.

Virtual Summer Vintage Boat Show Launches – July 10, 2021
– Details on page 8.

ACBS-Toronto Poker Run for CNIB Lake Joe – July 10, 2021 
Lake Muskoka, Rosseau and Joseph – Details on page 12.

International Vintage Boating Day – August 21, 2021  
See page 7.

Other Events Information
The following events are organized by other boat clubs and/or 
organizations. These are not official ACBS-Toronto events, but 
the information is provided as a service to our members.

ACBS-International AGM and Boat Show: Coeur d’Alene, 
Idaho September 12 to 18, 2021 

Check out these websites for more information from 
other organizations

ACBS-International Calendar of Events: acbs.org/events

Wooden Boat Magazine: www.woodenboat.com 
Trent Severn Antique and Classic Boat Association:  
www.trentsevernantiqueboats.com  

Manotick Classic Boat Club: www.manotickclassicboatclub.ca

Maple Leaf Antique Outboard Club: www.mlaoc.ca

ACBS - Blue Water Chapter:  
www.facebook.com/acbsbluewater

ACBS – Niagara Frontier Chapter: oldboatsbuffalo.org

Teaching with Small Boats Alliance:   
www.teachingwithsmallboats.org

If you are aware of other events of interest to our members, 
contact Chris Bullen (classicboat@acbs.ca) with details to 
have them included in our next Calendar of Events.

705-641-8083
muskokajamesosler@gmail.com

Classic Boat Restoration
James Osler 
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WAVE 2.0 Update – New Ways to Enjoy Club Events

Welcome New Director!

By Brian Atkinson, WAVE 2.0 Chair

Maureen Fyke, Board Secretary

The WAVE 2.0 
Committee would 
like to once again 

extend wishes of continued 
wellness and safety to 
all of our ACBS-Toronto 

members, their families and communities. This committee 
was formed a little over a year ago, and as with many other 
committees, organizations, and households during this time, 
many ‘detours’ have been navigated to help us all keep up 
with the multitude of changes coming from many directions. 
We are grateful to be able to report that, with some retooling, 
the move this year from in-person to virtual presentations of 
signature club events, has taken shape with excellent results.

Both the Winter Workshop and Spring 
Tour went ahead in their new format 
thanks to shops enabling filming to 
take place with strict safety guidelines 

in place for shop owners and film crews alike. Sincere thanks 
go out to the shop owners and their crews for allowing 
access to their spaces and for the time they took to present 
interesting information. Moreover, many thanks go out to the 
film and editing crews who skillfully brought these events to 
our computer screens. The film/editing team members for 
these events were: Jeff Titshall, Mike Campbell, Chris Bullen, 
and Mike Gridley. Some feedback to date on this format has 
included praise for how focused the viewer could be with the 
shop owner and their explanations of the history and depth 
of restorative and mechanical work for each of the boats and 
engines under their care.

We would like to welcome and 
introduce two new members of 
ACBS-Toronto who have stepped 
up to fill two vital roles through the 
WAVE 2.0. Marianne Campbell has 
taken on the role of Classicboat 

Connection Coordinator, and Maureen Fyke has agreed to 
become the Secretary for our Board. Thank you, Marianne 
and Maureen. All the best as you settle in to manage the 
tasks ahead of you. 
Looking ahead through ‘the windscreen’ for this year, 
it appears that the public health measures and vaccine 
administration shall be in play for a while longer. In time, 
things will open up “once again,” albeit in new ways. In 
the meantime, your WAVE 2.0 Committee remains highly 
committed to:

 •  maintaining current lists of WAVE 2.0 Member skills and 
event preferences

 •  reaching out through the numerous club communications 
platforms for new WAVE 2.0 members

 •  offering clear volunteer guidelines/training for successful 
experiences

 •  encouraging and providing avenues for feedback 

 •  acknowledging the 
efforts of our volunteers

 •  providing a community 
for our volunteers.

Maureen, her husband Lenard, and daughter Tara 
joined ACBS-Toronto in October 2020. She and her 
family had attended several ACBS-Toronto summer 

boat shows over the years and, now with having their 1956 
Chris Craft Sportsman Utility restored, decided to go “all-in” 
by also joining the board as Secretary and getting totally 
immersed in the club.

With a 25+ year career in marketing, Maureen leads the 
marketing and business development team at the law firm 
Barclay Damon LLP. She and her family have had a lifelong 
passion for classic wooden boats and are based on Lake 
Erie in Crystal Beach, ON. From 2017 to 2019, she was on 
the board of the Buffalo Canoe Club in Point Abino, ON and 
is committed to supporting and promoting responsible 
recreational life on the water. 

She is excited for this opportunity to serve the ACBS-Toronto 
and looks forward to meeting everyone on the water soon.

WAVEWAVE  
2.02.0

2.02.0

VIRTUAL

HELLO OUR NAMES ARE

Marianne 
& Maureen
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National Vintage Boating Day 
was launched in 2020 as a 
way for boating groups to 

engage their members in a contactless 
rendezvous. Boaters gathered safely in 
seven different venues – Lake Muskoka, 
Lake Rosseau, Gloucester Pool, Lake of 
Bays, Pigeon and Chemong Lakes, the 
Rideau Canal, and Smith Mountain 
Lake in Virginia. Building on the success 
of last year’s event, routes are being 
developed across North America for 
2021, and we invite you to join us for 
International Vintage Boating Day 
on Saturday, August 21. 

Once again, the goal is to have as 
many vintage boats as possible on the 
water at the same time in a variety of 
locations. No registration is required, 
and any stops along the way should 
be governed by local COVID protocols.

To be part of this exciting event, check 
acbs.ca to see if there is a planned 
route near you, or
•  take the lead to plan a route on a 

nearby waterway; 

•  choose a common starting point or 
arrange to meet in one location at 
the end of the trip; 

•  choose locations that are easily 
accessible to a number of people 
with a minimum of trailering;

•  reach out to fellow vintage boaters in 
your area; 

•  share route information with us if 
you’d like us to promote it as well; 

•  get out on the water and have fun while 
still maintaining social distancing.

Please feel free to customize this 
event for your group and area. Some 
suggestions include raising money 
to support a local food bank/pantry, 
women’s shelter, or Mental Health 
initiative; providing box lunches; 
meeting for a picnic while maintaining 
social distancing; gathering at a local 
waterside restaurant, or any other 
activities permitted within COVID 
restrictions.

Please be sure to follow published 
guidelines for social distancing while 
boating.

We hope your group will join in on 
August 21. We’d appreciate it if you’d 
share your stories and photos after 
the event to share in Classicboat, 
Classicboat Connection, the Rudder, 
and other boating publications, as 
well as on social media.

Please contact vintageboatingday@
acbs.ca for further information or to 
share your plans.

Stone figures called “Inukshuks” were 
originally built as landmarks to aid in 
navigation and hunting. The Inukshuk has 
been adopted today as a symbol to remind 
us of our dependence on each other and 
the value of strong relationships. We chose 
this figure with great respect, because we 
all need each other these days, and we all 
share strong relationships within the vintage 
boating community.

* Vintage boats include any boat built up to 
and including 1996, or any wooden boat.

International Vintage* Boating Day 
August 21, 2021
By Kathy Rhodes

August 21, 2021

BOATING 
DAY

INTERNATIONAL
VintageVintage

Having been born in the Netherlands, I have always had an interest in boats and 
boating. It must be something almost genetic! My interest in antique and classic 
boats began many years ago after being introduced to them at the Gravenhurst 

show. It was only natural to become a member of this incredible organization and to 
volunteer to assist with our very dedicated members in promoting our club, antique 
boats, and boating in general.

As an active Boat Show volunteer, I have assisted in boat launch and recovery as well as 
anywhere else I was needed. For the past five years, my husband Mike and I have owned a 
C&C 27, a truly classic sailboat we keep at Port Credit Yacht Club. I have worked in business 
administration with several employers including the City of Toronto. Presently I am on the 
ACBS Communications Committee and work on Classicboat Connections. I look forward 
to many more years with this truly amazing organization.

In addition to boating, my hobbies include attending historic re-enactments where I play 
the role of the wife of a period soldier, cooking over an open fire and keeping the camp 
organized. I also go on camping trips, knit, and sew. One of my ambitions is to travel by 
sailboat across the Atlantic Ocean and back.

ACBS Communications Committee Welcomes   Marianne Campbell
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However, it will not be celebrated in the fashion that all 
of us had hoped for. This year’s Vintage Boat Show will 
be like so many other events and celebrations have 

been in 2020 and 2021 – virtual.

This past year, ACBS-Toronto has shifted gears and embraced 
the virtual online world to reach out to our members and the 
public. Our virtual Winter Workshop and Spring Shop Tour have 
proven to be extremely successful, and we are highly confident 
that the virtual 40th Vintage Boat Show will be as well.

What will be exciting about this virtual-show platform is the 
opportunity for boat owners who have never been able to 
show their boats in Toronto or Gravenhurst to participate in 
this year’s 40th show.  Show visitors will also be able to enjoy 
the show for an extended period.

On July 10, the world will be able to navigate to www.acbs.
ca to enjoy the show from home, the cottage, or wherever 
people may be. As in previous years, we will have over 100 
vintage and classic boats on display. All show entries will 
have pictures and details and, in many cases, stories on the 
boat’s history.

All ACBS-Toronto members and fellow vintage and classic 
boat owners are encouraged to go to the show section of 
the website to register and submit pictures, details, and 
information relating to their boat(s).  Like our live shows, 
registration is free. Registration will open in the latter part of 
May and remain open until the show goes live on July 10.

Timing and details for the opening of registration will be 
made on our website and Facebook pages, and in Classicboat 
Connections newsletters. Spread the word, register your 
boat(s), and enjoy the show.Free to register. Free to view!

Online at acbs.ca
July 10, 2021

Vintage, Classic Wood and Fibreglass VIRTUAL BOAT SHOW!
The Best of Canadian and International Boats.

acbs.ca

VINTAGE BOAT SHOW
ON
THEWWaaterter

ACBS-Toronto 44 thth

MMaaggicic xonline

VIRTUAL

ACBS-Toronto sponsorsª our

ACBS-Toronto 40th Vintage Boat Show By Mike Gridley

Browse the Docks Showcase Your Boat
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Jeffrey Breen: 905-699-3442  | breenboats@gmail.com

Classic Restoration 
& Custom Wooden Boats

TENAWA   
22' Gentleman’s Racer

KEMAH II 
1934 25’ Ditchburn Launch,  $200,000

RAG TIME
22.6’, 2003 Gentleman’s Racer, $115,000

AT EASE  
1896 Dan Kidney Double-ended Launch, $150,000

SOLD

SOLD

26’ Breen Duck-Tail Gentleman’s Racer  
Power: Ilmor MV8

LIGHTNING  
2000 22’6” Breen Greavette Replica Racer, $155,000

MINT JULEP  
1928 28’ Ditchburn Viking, $450,000

Announcing the launch  
of our new website!

Visit breenboats.com

FLYER 
31’ Displacement Launch
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What’s Happening
...at the Muskoka Discovery Centre, 
Gravenhurst  By Ann Curley

Please check our website (www.
realmuskoka.com) for details and 
updates on each of these programs and 
events. We offer programs geared to 
adults, families, and kids; please be sure 
to read through the entire list. All “On the 
Horizon” programs and events will be 
held at Muskoka Discovery Centre, 275 
Steamship Bay Road, Gravenhurst. Call 
705-687-2115.

“Spirits” in the Murray Walker Grace 
& Speed Boathouse 
It is said if you look at an old canoe 
you will see that it has a Spirit, or it is 
spiritual. This comes from its shape, 
materials used, and its stories. We have 
added stories to some of our collection 

Please check our website (www.canoemuseum.ca) for details and 
updates on each of our programs and events. We offer programs 
geared to adults, families and children. Unless otherwise 
indicated, programs and events will be held at The Canadian 
Canoe Museum, 910 Monaghan Road, Peterborough, ON.
CCM From Home
CCM From Home (canoemuseum.ca/CCM-from-home) is 
a virtual hub full of activities and content for paddlers and 
adventurers of all ages. From crafting your own cutout canoe, 
to exploring our collection via video tours, there is something 
for everyone. Content includes interviews with our National 
Council, an author talk with James Raffan, and a recording of 
our Artisan & Industry virtual tour. 
Why did the small town of Peterborough, ON, become a 
wooden canoe building hub of world-renown? What were 

the building techniques and innovations that drove the new 
leisure market for canoes? How did the factory change the 
canoe from its Indigenous and artisanal origins? Join our 
Curator, Jeremy Ward, for this recording of a live virtual tour of 
the Artisan and Industry gallery, featuring hands-on building 
demos, rare artifacts and iconic wooden canoes, and a Q & A.
Museum Store 
The Museum’s store is a paddler’s paradise: shop for your 
home, cottage or next adventure and support the care of the 
Museum’s collection at the same time! Shop online 24/7 – we 
ship worldwide: canoemuseumstore.ca
New items include vintage canoe company hats and posters, 
canoe and outdoor-themed zipper pulls and pins, new maps, 
books and more! 
 

...at The Canadian Canoe Museum, 
Peterborough  By Rachelia Giardino

of canoes to give visitors a glimpse of their Spirit. When exploring the boathouse 
be sure to look for the canoes whose stories we are telling this year.

Wooden boats on exhibit this summer in the Murray Walker Grace & Speed 
Boathouse will showcase the exquisite makes and models by many of the Boat 
Builders of Muskoka past and present. 

Our lineup of exhibits will connect you with the Environment, History, and 
Indigenous Culture

Aging Gracefully (featuring nine resorts over 100 years old that are still operating 
today with pictures from Then and Now, this exhibit is located on hotel porch), 
Dining In Elegance (a changing exhibit that features china from various hotels, 
ships that are part of our collection), Notable Persons (an exhibit about 48 
notable persons who have visited Muskoka through the ages), ACBS – The 
Boats, the People (this exhibit will bring more prominence to ACBS including 
their interactive exhibit and stories), Climate Change is Real- Take Action! Love 
Muskoka Sustain Muskoka (an exhibit that identifies the Impacts of Climate 
Change in Muskoka and Actions that everyone can take to make a difference as 
we Love Muskoka Sustain Muskoka) and Identify the Artifacts (artifacts are from 
our archives will challenge our visitors to identify what the artifact is). Muskoka 
Unlimited is a hub of Muskoka creativity showcasing new and established local 
artists. Unique one-of-a-kind creations from 15-16 artists will be exhibited from 
July 19 to August 16, 2021. These talented artists and their works of art will be 
displayed throughout the Muskoka Discovery Centre. 

MSDC@Home Digital Program is new and is continually growing as we bring 
exciting speakers such as industry experts to talk about a variety of topics on a 
regular basis. Please join us on June 20 @ 2:00 p.m. as author Gabriele Wills speaks 
about her newest book Lighting the Stars.
To register for these webinars, please visit our website www.realmuskoka.com.
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Your Next Visit
While we can’t be sure when we will be able to welcome 
you back through our doors, we encourage you to visit 
canoemuseum.ca/COVID for reopening updates, our new 
protocols, and what you need to know before your next visit. 
Moving to the Water’s Edge at Little Lake
Following the discovery of contamination at the previous Lift 
Lock site and the termination of the lease with Parks Canada, 
the Canadian Canoe Museum, encouraged by the support of 
its donors, members, and community, launched a search for 
a new waterfront location for our new museum. 
We are pleased to share that our new museum will be located on 
a five-acre site at 2077 Ashburnham Drive in Peterborough, ON. 
This location will provide stunning west-facing views of Little 
Lake, a connection to the Great Trail of Canada (formerly known 
as the Trans Canada Trail) and is surrounded by public parks. It 
will become a vibrant community space for outdoor activities 
and the Museum’s canoeing and outdoor programs and events. 
The inspiring two-story, 65,000 square foot building will be a 
purpose-built facility that will serve as home to the Museum’s 
collection and activities and help preserve history through 
the display, restoration, and appreciation of the canoe. This 
will be achieved through:
•  an integrated collection storage centre allowing for the display 

of 100% of the Museum’s watercraft in a Class A controlled 
museum environment, an artifact conservation standard

•  a 17,000 square foot Exhibition Hall featuring a brand-new 
suite of exhibits

•  a Lakefront Events and Education Centre with a sweeping 
view of the lake

•  an authentic Artisan Studio and Canoe-Building Studio to 
facilitate hands-on learning for youth and adults alike

•  an accessible Library and Research Room with Class A 
archival storage

•  a Café with a fireplace and adjacent Lakefront Terrace
•  a Lakefront Canoe House with docks to accommodate on-

water and outdoor education programming.
Learn more about our exciting new plans, including renderings, 
an FAQ guide, and a recording of a presentation about our 
new museum at canoemuseum.ca/new-museum. 
Members help sustain this national museum and enjoy 
outstanding benefits all year long! To become a member, 
visit canoemuseum.ca/become-a-member.
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CNIB Muskoka Dock-to-Dock: Poker Run 

By Sherri Helsdingen

CNIB Lake Joe is the only camp of its kind for Canadians 
with sight loss and their families, located on Lake 
Joseph in Muskoka, Ontario. More than 700 children 

and adults experience the magic of camp at CNIB Lake Joe 
every year, enjoying the same summer activities as other 
Canadians: canoeing, kayaking, waterskiing, swimming, 
sailing, and fishing. 
This year, CNIB Lake Joe is celebrating its 60th anniversary, 
raising funds to bring the magic of camp to people with 
sight loss for generations to come. As part of the anniversary 
celebrations, CNIB Lake Joe is partnering with the Antique 
& Classic Boat Society - Toronto to present CNIB Muskoka 
Dock-to-Dock: Poker Run for Lakes Joseph, Rosseau, and 
Muskoka on Saturday, July 10. Here’s how it works:
Register your boat: All types of boats are invited to 
participate! To keep everyone safe out on the water, the 
event will include two divisions and routes: one for vintage 
boats, and one for all other boats. Spread the word to friends 
and family outside Muskoka that virtual boats or teams may 
register from anywhere in Canada.
It’s easy to register at cnib.ca/docktodock. The registration fee 
is just $50 per boat and includes one poker hand. With a $500 
minimum fundraising goal, boaters qualify for a premium 
“Boat Box” with gourmet goodies, and everything needed to 
safely enjoy this physically distanced event. Additional poker 
hands can be purchased for $20 each.
Have fun with family and friends! Join us on Saturday, July 
10, at 9 a.m. for a 10 a.m. start. Participants will visit a series of 
exciting checkpoints on a pre-arranged course to complete 
their poker hand. There will be celebrities, live entertainment, 
an auction, and prizes and surprises along the route. The top 
three boats in each division with the best poker hands will 
win incredible prizes donated by generous sponsors. 
Raise money for a worthy cause: The goal for this event is to 
raise $200,000 towards adaptive sports and independent 
living skills equipment for a new multi-purpose recreation 
and learning facility at CNIB Lake Joe. By participating in 
this event, you can help CNIB Lake Joe meet its fundraising 
goal of $1.6 million to build this much-needed indoor space  
at camp.
Once you register your boat or team, create your own 
fundraising page at cnib.ca/docktodock and set your team’s 
fundraising goal, inviting others to join you.
Be part of history: Last year, the CNIB Muskoka: Dock-to-
Dock Party with a Purpose event made history as Canada’s 
first and largest socially distanced, synchronized dock-to-
dock party from coast to coast. 
The event was a phenomenal success, raising $195,000 with 
more than 350 people participating, including dock hosts, 
guests, sponsors, donors, and volunteers. Thanks to this 
event, when CNIB Lake Joe can safely welcome campers back 
on-site, they will be able to get back out on the water, tubing 
and cruising, as the pontoon boat now has a brand-new 

motor. Campers will also benefit from new adaptive sports 
equipment this event funded, including a fully accessible 
climbing tower.
Celebrate 60 Years! 
During this 60th anniversary year, CNIB Lake Joe is 
celebrating “Warm Memories, Bright Futures” all year long. 
This is the fifth annual summer event in support of CNIB Lake 
Joe organized by a dedicated committee of local volunteers. 
Thanks to their efforts, more than $655,000 has been raised 
since 2017, supporting camper bursaries, adaptive sports 
equipment, and program/facility upgrades at the camp. 
Nancy Simonot, who is the co-chair and founder of the 
event, has worked with her inspired committee to grow the 
Muskoka signature event, building a strong community of 
cottagers who are dedicated to helping the camp achieve its 
goal to raise funds to bring the magic of camp to people with 
sight loss.
“I just love working with CNIB – everyone is so encouraging 
and passionate,” says Nancy. “The end goal is always about 
the people that CNIB Lake Joe serves and how we can help 
the camp raise funds to enrich more lives, make memories, 
and build independence.”
To date, confirmed event sponsors for the 2021 event 
include: NKS Health, Susan Creasy Financial Inc., Budget 
Propane Corp., and Cayman Marshall International Realty Inc. 
For more information about how to get involved, including 
sponsorship opportunities, visit cnib.ca/docktodock or 
contact Tara Oliphant tara.oliphant@cnib.ca, 416-319-5493.
Why CNIB Lake Joe matters: camper Emma Van Dyk’s story
“I thought I was the only 
one my age who had low 
vision or was partially 
sighted. I attended Lake Joe 
for the first time at 12 years 
old during Family Week 
and I was given a tour by 
someone who was partially 
sighted. Later we noticed 
someone teaching yoga 
who was completely blind. 
I couldn’t believe this 
magical place existed. I was 
walking around and was 
dazzled by everyone and everything. I had a weight lifted off 
my shoulders and I thought, ‘I have finally found my people.’ 
I wasn’t talking about people who were blind and partially 
sighted. I was talking about people who were confident, 
successful, positive, and independent. And now I know I can 
do anything.” – Emma 
Where is she now? Emma has joined the CNIB Lake Joe team 
as a camp counsellor and is currently in her second year of 
nursing at the University of Western Ontario. 
To learn more, visit cnib.ca/lakejoe or the CNIB YouTube channel.
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different this year. 
Welcome to Spring Tour 
2021 – the “virtual” era!

I must start with a big “Thank You!” to the TEAM of people 
it took to make Spring Tour happen this year. Without the 
huge efforts of Chris and Julie Bullen, Mike and Lisa Gridley, 
and a supporting cast, this would have been a daunting task 
to complete. As we move forward with the changing times, 
we are learning a lot about video presentations, striving to 
improve as we go.

Our Virtual Spring Tour rolled out in three segments – each 
highlighting a group of boat shops –  filmed this past winter. 
We were able to highlight the amazing work each and every 
shop produced, tying it in with some great dialogue and 
great historical information which these talented restorers 
shared during our visit.

Although a day out would have been nice for our members, 
to touch and feel some of the boat projects on the go this 
past winter, the Virtual Tour captured some great one-on-
one time with the shop owners and their staff. I could listen 
to their stories all day. You can feel the passion when they talk 
about what they are doing. The great part is that you can go 
back and watch it again!

Filming took place in February and March. With COVID-19 
precautions followed, and a film crew of one or two, we split 
the list and went to work. At every shop I filmed, there was 
something new to be learned. Although I have been doing 
this for a while, it still amazes me what there is to learn 
about techniques relating to wood, varnish, sandpaper, 
temperature, and humidity. That last one always reminds 
me of my trips to Carlisle, PA for the fall swap meet. Four of 
us would go annually, and one character said to me as we 
walked around in the rain, “I went to Fall Carlisle with my 
brother. It was raining – relative humidity”. It was this same 
chap who told the Border Security that we had a truck load 
of sailboat fuel. We got pulled over and detained while they 
searched the truck.

This year’s participants in the Spring Tour ranged from small 
one-man shops to a shop in two locations. We had wood 
restoration and engine restoration highlighted again this 
year. James Osler was kind enough to be our first volunteer, 
and helped us cut our teeth on digital filming. He had  
boats in different stages, so it was a great start to my 
directorial debut!

Kevin Hartley, at Woodwork by Kevin, was highlighted 
this year. He might have been a new name for a few of you.  
It was great to find out about someone you may not have 
seen before.

Ken Lavalette, at Woodwind Yachts, always has something 
different to see. Often drawing from Lake Ontario, there are 
usually boats with which I am unfamiliar. Ken is always a 
great host.

 

John Hendren, from Omemee, operates another shop that 
opened its doors for filming. It’s a great spot tucked away 
in some pretty country in the Kawartha Lakes. John’s Little 
Boat Shop was a highlight for me.

We caught Curtis Hillman, Boat Builder on a crisp day. We 
filmed a little in the outside storage buildings, but we were 
glad to get back inside for warmth. Curtis has quite a variety 
of boat sizes this year!

Rob Gerigs, The Boat Builder, has taken his many years of 
experience and added the role of shop owner to his resume. 
Nice to see one of our member boats in process! We were 
almost as excited as Rob for Spring Tour this year.

Paul Brackley, at Brackley Boats, has kept the crew busy this 
winter. No travelling for Paul, with the restrictions, so it was 
great to get his input on their projects; however, I miss the 
sticky buns – even though I’m not allowed to eat them!

Since we are talking food, Tim Butson was one of my filming 
stops. Let me tell you, I almost tried to pre-book butter tarts 
for film day. If it hadn’t been for the borrowed film equipment, 
I would have been fine with sticky fingers. Alas, I will have to 
wait like the rest of you for a butter tart! Tim was transitioning 
between shops, so we filmed at both sites. For some reason, 
a Streamliner always draws my attention. Thank you for the 
history lesson, Tim!

Stan, at Stan Hunter Boat Builder, was another stop of 
mine for filming. Stan continued with a great history lesson, 
even managing to tie it into one of my own boats. Talk about 
getting my attention! If you get a chance when we open back 
up in Ontario, check out the electric converted boats at Stan’s!

Although Peter Breen Antique and Classic Boat Company, 
was in the first part of the Spring-Tour series, I decided to 
save him to the end of my boat-builder friends since he has 
the longest shop name. Peter’s place is always a highlight, 
with great boats and interesting memorabilia on the walls. 
It’s truly a place of dream boats and often big motors. 

Now for some “mechanical”, with a visit to Whiteside 
Mechanical and my friend Matt Fairbrass. Now we are talking 
my language! Great to see projects on the go! I particularly 
liked an engine being built for James Osler, mostly because 
of the story. There’s nothing like an adventure to an island, 
or in the back woods, looking for old iron to restore.  
Thanks, Matt!

Finally, we ended filming with a trip back to the Kawartha 
Lakes and my own shop, Jeff Titshall Inc. Being on the other 
side of the camera was nerve racking, but we stumbled 
through it. For me, having the link to the boat shops with 
shared projects is so much fun. We had a nice day for filming, 
so we were able to run an engine and film with the doors 
open. All in all, just great to participate!

That pretty much sums up the Spring Tour – a great bunch of 
shops, sharing, and participating! We hope you enjoyed the 
videos! If you have not seen them yet, please follow the link 
and enjoy. https://acbs.silkstart.com/cpages/2021-spring-tour.

Spring Tour 2021 By Jeff Titshall
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OLLAG – 1923, 27’ Long-Deck Matheson Launch

Originally built in Port Carling, Ontario, site of the current 
Duke Boats, OLLAG is in great condition. The boat was 
last restored in 2006 and the engine in 2011. This is a 
rare offering as Matheson hand built only one launch 
per year, and only about a dozen were ever made. 
The winner of many boat show awards including  
Lake Tahoe Concours d’Elegance in 2004 and 2006, 

OLLAG has been boathouse stored since 1974  
and is only in the water when being used. The 1923 
Scripps F4 with 81 HP starts and runs like a top. Current 
owner has amassed significant history and useful 
information about the boat and motor. 
Asking $100,000. Contact Stuart Angus 647-401-8140, 
sangus@sympatico.ca.

FOR SALE

Calling all members young and old.  As we continue to engage 
with our members virtually, we are introducing our first ACBS-
Toronto Photo Contest this summer, so get out your smart 
phone, GoPro, drone, or telescopic, and start snapping.

We will be collecting entries for the following ACBS related 
categories:

1.  Kids and Teens Contest – Photos taken and submitted 
by our younger generation – two categories – 12 and 
under, and under 20.

2.  International Vintage Boating Day – From your boat 
or from the shoreline, celebrate Vintage Boating Day and 
share your picture.

3.  Pets Love Vintage Boating too – Catch that photo of 
your pet enjoying the ride.

4.  The Art of Vintage Boating – Beautiful boats make 
beautiful pictures.

5.  The Joy of Restoration – Members hard at work on their 
own projects or maintenance.

6.  Happiness is Vintage Boating – It’s all about having fun 
in our boats.

7.  Summer 2021 – A collect-all category – put our judges to 
the test!

Send your entries to info@acbs.ca.  The higher the resolution 
the better.  Entry deadline – October 15, 2021.

Please remember to send a bit of information with your entry 
– name of photographer, age for category 1 entries, location 
of photo, category being entered, a short sentence or two 
about the photo.

We will be presenting the best of the best entries in the 
Winter 2021 issue of Classicboat.

If you have any questions please forward them to  
info@acbs.ca.

ACBS-Toronto 2021 Photo Contest

More virtual fun in 2021!!
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In 1949, they employed 25 people, producing 1200 boats a year, which 
were sold by dealers across Canada. The company produced a variety 
of rowboats and outboards in the 13-16-foot range, built of cedar 
planking over oak ribs. Two models, the “Seaflyer” and “Lakeshore” 
had front decking and steering wheels, giving them the appearance 
of small runabouts.

A 1949 Muskoka Herald newspaper article reported that “Bracebridge 
Council had several requests for their new industrial sites. The first 
industry to locate was Lake Craft Boats. The Company erected 
buildings on their new site and were soon in operation. Today they 
are employing twenty-five men and hope to have thirty-five by the 
spring season. Their payroll amounts to $40,000. They produce a boat 
every one-and-a-half hours, 1200 a year, in nine different models of 
outboards ranging in price from $85.00 to $375.00. It is hoped that in 
1950, their production will be 2500 boats. This is the second highest 
outboard manufacturing plant in Canada with a sales staff of 42 
dealers. The sales in 1948 were $135,514.07.”

In 1951, it was reported that the company expanded again to meet 
the growing demand for this product. The new building added 5,180 
square feet of floor space to their plant and offices. 

At this time, there were two shifts a day of people building the boats. 
There are descriptions of 33 freight cars of lumber sent to the factory 
each year, 3500 copper nails put in a 16’ boat, and a production of 
2000 boats a year. In Lake Craft’s first ten years of operation, they were 
regarded as a rival to Peterborough Boats, with a quality product and 
some innovative designs.

By 1958, the business was bought by Philip Kelly and production 
was moved to the former Minett-Shields’ factory, which had been 
extensively renovated. This property, being on the river, allowed 
them to test boats adjacent to their building. Local newspapers of the 
day described the business as sound and mentioned “the growing 
popularity of small boating on the lakes and streams. This form of 
outdoor activity has developed in the past few years and now boats 
on trailers are very common on our highways – boating by trailer is 
more quickly becoming the newest sport on this continent”.  

Lake Craft Boats of Bracebridge and Greavette Boats of Gravenhurst 
presented their craft at the 1959 Canadian Boat Show held in Toronto.

When we recall the many Muskoka wooden 
boat manufacturers, we seldom think of 
Lake Craft Boats. Just because this company 

was a late comer to the era of wooden boat building, 
they should not be forgotten, as they built hundreds 
of boats. 

In 1946, two brothers, Alex and Ken MacIver, started 
a boat-building business near the waterfalls in 
downtown Bracebridge. Their business plan was to 
build affordable plywood outboard boats. The local 
newspaper reported that they planned to build 
V-bottom, 12-foot plywood hulls of two models: a 
standard open type, and a deluxe model decked in 
with cockpit in front. 

Although the runabout boats have a “Lake Craft Boats” 
logo on the dash, the company was known as Lakecraft 
Boats, a division of the Muskoka Canoe Company.

By 1947, Lake Craft Boats reported that they had 
turned out their 100th outboard motorboat and 
were now making 22 craft a week. Their cedar-strip 
runabouts with an outboard motor, were meant to 
be more affordable, and great as a ‘go-to-town’ boat 
for the average person.

History of Lake Craft Boats

By Mary Storey

Lake Craft hardware.

Lake Craft shop in Bracebridge.
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The 1959 sales brochure offered ten different models, including the 
fibreglass “Shark” – sold, but not built, by them. Mr. Kelly’s business 
was as a dealer for a Texas based company, “Red Fish”, and was to be 
the only Canadian dealer of these fibreglass boats. It appears Red 
Fish Company owed Lake Craft Inc. more than $100,000 in 1959, 
which was never recouped, and which ultimately led to bankruptcy 
and the end of the Lake Craft name. Phillip T. Kelly operated Lake 
Craft from September 1958 until late 1959. All of the property and 
equipment was auctioned off on June 17, 1960 by the E. W. Woods & 
Company Limited, Toronto. Lake Craft was suddenly out of business.

The archives at Muskoka Discovery Centre, Gravenhurst has a binder 
of marketing brochures for Lake Craft Boats. Information in that 
binder indicates that in 1959, the company was offering six models 
of cedar strip boats, four models of moulded plywood boats, and six 
models of Red Fish fibreglass boats.

Newspapers in March of 1960 mention the property and boat 
factory being auctioned for Muskoka Lake Craft Limited. That same 
year, a new owner, Irwin Robson, acquired the property of former 
Lake Craft Limited on the Muskoka River, intending to continue 
production. It is doubtful that ever happened. 

Lake Craft Boats of Bracebridge is another Muskoka success story. 
Note: A Facebook group titled “Lake Craft Boats” is quite active. 

Thanks to Don Norrie for information and photos of his grandfather’s 
business.

Gordon Grant’s Lake Craft.

A pretty Lake Craft on the water.

In 2017, Canada celebrated its 150th, and now we are 
celebrating our 150th issue of Classicboat. In 1982, Gary Adams 
used a typewriter to create the first issue. Thirty-nine years 
later, the entire process is digital. Our magazine has evolved 
greatly over these many years thanks to the volunteer editors 
taking the time to share their passion for the club. 

There have been 10 editors to this point with one editor, 
Kathy Rhodes, coming back for a second run. Gary Adams 
and Kathy Rhodes have by far brought this magazine to the 
level it is today. Kathy was editor for 13 years. She left it to me 
in a very organized and healthy state. 

We have had such a committed group, and it shows; we 
have won the ACBS-International award many times for Best 
Club Magazine. Together this group of editors has made 
Classicboat the prime benefit of joining our club.

It’s an honour for me to be trusted to bring it to you four 
times a year. Thanks go out to all those who contribute to its 
content - our regular reporters who share their knowledge 
and our members who share the experiences of classic 
boating. We also have a staff of volunteers to proofread 
and put together classifieds and ads, and a publisher who 
handles the financial side. 

Lastly, we have been very fortunate to have Patrice Anderson 
on our team. She is credited in the magazine as “art/layout”, 

but she is so much more. She is responsible for making 
Classicboat look as good as it does and manages to put all 
the parts together on time and within budgeted page count. 
Without her, I would not have volunteered for the job as 
editor. Patrice has been a key member of the Classicboat 
team for 17 years – since the summer issue of 2004. She is the 
glue that keeps it all together. 

We have all the magazine issues for you to read, online, on 
our website. You need to log in, as they are a membership 
privilege. Enjoy this 150th issue.

Gary Adams – October 1982 - #1 to July 1985 - #8
Hugh Munro – November 1985 - #9 to Fall 1989 - #23
Tim Du Vernet – Winter 1989 - #24 to Summer 1995 - #46
Ken Kirk/Pete Conacher – Fall 1995 - #47
Bob Brown – Winter 1995 - #48 to Winter 2000 - #68
Andy Adams – Spring 2001 - #69 to Summer 2003 - #78
Kathy Rhodes – Fall 2003 - #79 to Fall 2006 - #91
Brian Atkinson – Winter 2006 - #92 to Fall 2009 - #103
Kathy Rhodes – Winter 2009 - #109 to Spring 2019 - #141
Chris Bullen – Summer 2019 - #142 to Present #150

It’s Our 150th Issue of Classicboat!
By Chris Bullen
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– from rough sanding to softening a hard edge; to fairing a hull and 
deck; to hand-sanding all those small parts; to prepping for stain and 
varnish; to finer sanding between coats of finish; and even all the way 
to polishing and buffing to attain that “glass”-like finish, if that is where 
you want to end up. But that is another article.

So, what do those numbers on the back of the sandpaper mean? 
They indicate the size of grit, and that is gauged by the number of 
openings in a screen one-inch square; for example, 80 grit is what will 
pass through a screen with 80 openings and so on, with 100, 120, 320 
all the way up to 3000, where it changes to microns.

There are all kinds of alleged sandpaper out there, from the sublime 
to the ridiculous. Beware of offshore sandpaper! I sometimes refer 
to that stuff as “short-stroke” paper. After a few short strokes, the grit 
falls off faster than the hair on my head, and it becomes useless – the 
sandpaper, I mean.

You have to get the “Good Stuff”, but most hardware stores don’t sell 
the good stuff. To get that, you either have to know a guy who knows 
a guy whose cousin Vinny sells it out of the trunk of his car, or go to 
where the pros get theirs – industrial supply houses, auto-body supply 
stores, UAP/NAPA, Carquest, and others. They will have the variety and 
selection to meet all of your needs. The best abrasive for our purposes, 
and the most common, is aluminum oxide. It has a sharp grit that cuts 
well and lasts long.

Don’t “cheap out”! Buy brand names. In my opinion, 3M and Norton are 
the best. Although they may seem expensive initially, they will serve 
you well and actually be less costly in the long run. They will do a better 
job by cutting more quickly and lasting longer when properly used. 

Abrasives come in various shapes and sizes: sheets, rolls, belts, and 
discs of different sizes and backing. Some come with sticky backs 
and some with hook-and-loop (Velcro) backing for use with various 
machines or sanding blocks.

Speaking of sanding blocks, proper blocks, pads, boards and backing 
are very important for achieving the best results. If you have deep 
pockets, or just like spending your loot, there are a myriad of designer 
blocks and boards available, but they sometimes carry hefty price 
tags. So, for the most part, you can make your own from wood off-
cuts that you probably have lying around your shop. Not only is this 
economical, but it allows you to make blocks of different shapes and 
sizes that are best suited to the job at hand and best fitted to the size 
of the sheet paper you are cutting up. Make them so that the paper 
will wrap around the bottom and just far enough up the side to be 
held in place with your fingers. This helps minimize waste, ‘cause this 
stuff ain’t cheap.

There is more to a block than just a piece of wood. Sandpaper on a 
hard block will wear out very quickly. It needs a backing. For this, all 
you need is a can of contact cement and a little imagination. For a 
firmer surface, things like a piece of old inner tube glued on, or cork 
– if you can find it, or something similar, will do the job. An excellent 
source for sanding-block backing is computer mouse pads. They 
come in a variety of thicknesses, from quite firm and thin to soft and 
spongy. Try the “dollar store” and make up a bunch of different ones 

Some time ago, a few of us old boys were hanging 
around my shop “bending elbows” and talking 
“man talk”, when someone asked me, “What is 

your favourite tool?” I thought for a moment, then 
answered, “Sandpaper”. Well, he gave me a look that 
I thought only my wife could give, but I carried on. 
“Consider this: throughout all stages of any “resto” or 
new-build project, the “tool” you have in your hand 
more often than any other is sandpaper.” 

Various types and grits of sandpaper do a 
tremendous amount of work on a project from start 
to finish, either by hand, on a block, or on a machine 

This Might Be a Little Abrasive...
Written and Illustrated by Dwight Boyd

Sanding blocks

Sandpaper

3M “hook” backing
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for different surfaces. For sanding coves or inside 
hollow surfaces, things like chunks of rubber hose 
of different diameters, either with or without a piece 
of dowel inside to stiffen them, work on assorted 
shapes. Automotive heater hose comes in different 
sizes and can be purchased by the foot at auto-
supply stores or CTC. All of these will work well with 
sheet goods. By the way, those little gritty sponge 
abrasive blocks you see in the hardware store? Well, 
let me say this about those: “Ha! ha! ha!”.

1 –  Long board made from 3/8” plywood, 42” long with firm foam 
backing & hook-and-loop

2 – Same as above but 1 ½” wide x 24” long for fairing plank edges
3 – Made from ¼” plexiglass, slightly flexible, 4” x 16”
4 – Made from section of drain pipe, convex surface for slight hollows
5 –  16” 3M stiff long board. Bought it when I was young. Would make 

it today.

Long boards

To “crank it up a notch”, utilize the hook-and-loop (Velcro) backed blocks 
and long boards. (See pictures.) This is by far the best way to work with 
abrasives. It keeps the abrasive firmly attached to the block, board, or 
machine. To do this, you need the “hook” backing that will accept the 
“loop” on the abrasive; 3M sells this in rolls that are 3” or 4” wide that can 
be cut to length and glued to the bottom of long boards and blocks, or 
to some machines, for that matter. Many supply stores won’t stock this 
item but can bring it in on special order. It is well worth it. The advantage 
of the hook-and-loop is that it holds the abrasive securely to the base of 
the board or block and is most efficient by minimizing waste. Rapid and 
easy change is a bonus. This hook material can be applied over firmer or 
softer bases depending on your task. 

One more little thing – there will be times when boards or blocks 
simply won’t work and you have to take pieces of sandpaper in your 
hands and “get in there” with your fingers. Whatever the size of the 
piece of paper, always fold it in thirds, never in quarters. This will 
allow you to use the entire surface of your paper by changing the fold, 
and it prevents grit-to-grit surfaces from wearing on each other, thus 
wearing off the grit and wasting paper. 

Along with making up blocks and boards, a handy thing to have in 
your abrasive storage drawer is a sheet “tearing-and-sizer” board. 
(See illustration.) 
You can simply 
make one up from 
a few scraps and 
a hacksaw blade. 
This allows you, 
easily and cleanly, 
to rip up sheet 
goods into suitable 
sizes for your 
blocks. 

Happy scrubbing.
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A 1950 Duke Playmate has been given a new lease on life. When 
Kevin Hartley, a specialist in fine woodworking and boat 
restoration on Georgian Bay, first saw the boat in September 

2020, he wasn’t sure whether she was bound for the firewood pile 
or a restoration. He noted her fine lines, however, and thought that 
it would be a shame if she wasn’t brought back to life. 
I met Kevin last autumn when my family bought the Adria, a 1964 
Chris Craft 42’ Constellation. The Adria has been lovingly restored 
and maintained by Kevin since 2003, on Georgian Bay. 
My first experience with wooden boats dates back to 1971 when I 
was a water-taxi driver on Lake Temagami during the summer. My 
boat that summer was the Cheeko, a 1950s hardtop Shepherd that 
smelt so intensely of gasoline fumes that my passengers were afraid 
for their lives. 
The following summer, I piloted the Ramona, a 47-foot Ditchburn, 
and the Rita Dee, a 32-foot Ditchburn. The Ramona may have 
been the largest Ditchburn ever built. Lake Temagami is arguably 
as treacherous as Georgian Bay when it comes to shoals and tight 
landing spots, so docking her with the propeller pulling her only 
to the port side in reverse was challenging. Sadly, a crane operator 
dropped her that autumn and she was a total loss. 
When the opportunity with the Duke arose, the call was irresistible. 
What started as a partial restoration evolved into a bow-to-stern 
complete restoration. Kevin and I thought, “Why not replace and 
update as much as possible, now that we have opened her up?” 
However, we wanted to restore her to be as close to how she was 
when she left the Duke Boat Works in Port Carling in 1950. All of the 
instruments, the throttle in the middle of the steering wheel, and 
the gear shift are original.
A principal goal was to ensure the integrity of the hull. While 
conventional wisdom is that lapstrake boats are meant to be driven 
slowly, we wanted to make sure that her hull was solid as a rock for 
years to come. (With a 25 HP engine, she will not be setting any 
speed records!). She had 27 ribs replaced, along with new white-
oak engine stringers. Kevin used African mahogany, replacing 10 
bottom planks from the keel out, along with a new transom.
Kevin is now applying the last of ten coats of varnish, and her hull 
below the water line is well protected by marine copper paint. 
With the help of Kriss Marina on Georgian Bay, the “mighty” 25 HP 
engine has been tuned up, with its carburetor cleaned; the engine 
had been rebuilt prior to Kevin acquiring the boat. Kevin has updated 
all of the boat’s wiring and plumbing and, with a nod to caution, he 
has installed float-activated bilge pumps in both the bow and stern 
since we don’t know exactly how she will sit in the water. The gas 
tank has been resealed and retrofitted with proper venting. 
We decided on British racing green for the seats. Kevin is a Shepherd 
afficionado and recommended the same light green linoleum 
for the flooring, as can be seen in so many Shepherds. While the 
thought of highly varnished wood flooring had its appeal, I didn’t 
want to be concerned about scratches on the floor, especially with 
friends wearing Topsiders that might have sand in the treads.

The Irresistible Call

By Hugh Larratt-Smith

1950 Duke Playmate with original instruments, steering wheel, 
and gear shift.

And the work begins.

New ribs and engine stringers.

Stain and first coats of varnish.

Replacing bottom planks.

Sanding out the gray.

Seams in and more varnish.
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Her steering wheel and column will be a cream color instead of the 
original black. The throttle is in the middle of the steering wheel. The 
windscreen is Lexan instead of the original glass, for safety reasons. 
Tempered glass can shatter under some circumstances, and beveled 
glass was out of the question. Kevin found windshield brackets 
from another old Duke on Georgian Bay, which was very lucky. We 
decided to not reinstall the original searchlight that sits atop the 
windscreen because she will only ply the waters of Toronto Harbour 
during daylight. 
A friend who is in the apparel business is making a pennant for the 
bow flagpole, with the original “Duke Boats” logo in blue and white. 
On the stern she will fly the Red Ensign, with certain exceptions. On 
the 4th of July, Memorial Day, and Columbus Day, she will fly the U.S. 
Yacht Ensign, since I work in the United States. She will fly The Union 
Jack on Queen Victoria’s birthday. 
As the photos in this article show, this 1950 Duke Playmate is a thing 
of beauty. For a fraction of the cost of a Hacker, Minett-Shields, or 
a Ditchburn, the Duke is an elegant sunset cruiser. I like to think 
of her as the Volvo P1800 from 1964 versus the Aston Martin DB5  
from 1963.
Kevin’s next remit is to apply his fine woodworking craftmanship to 
the interior of our Chris Craft Constellation. He owns a similar Chris 
Craft Constellation and has in-laid mahogany in its interior that is Ready and waiting.

We love wooden boats...
and it shows !
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Our master craftsmen are dedicated  
to exceptional quality workmanship  

on fine wooden watercraft.

Wooden it be Wonderful to Own a 
Woodwind Yacht !

Woodwind Yachts Inc.
Wooden Boat Restoration, Repairs, Building, and Refinishing

(905) 986-9663
3986 Hwy 7A, Nestleton, Ont. L0B 1L0

www.woodwindyachts.com

worthy of The Studiolo from the Ducal Palace in Gubbio 
at The Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York. 
Kevin and I are toying with the idea of another 
restoration over next winter – another Duke? a 
Shepherd? a Greavette? Why? Because as Rat, the 
water rat, says in The Wind in the Willows, “There is 
NOTHING - absolutely nothing - half so much worth 
doing as simply messing about in boats”.
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I often get asked if regular care and maintenance is 
necessary for inflatable PFDs. Here is a rather lengthy 
answer to the question, and some recommendations. 

The sources of this information come courtesy of Mustang 
Survival. The information has been edited to reflect approved 
inflatable Personal Flotation Devices (PFDs) sold in Canada.

Inflatable (PFDs) are preferred by many boaters because they 
are very comfortable to wear and this often outweighs their 
higher cost. They can save a life, and in Canada, when the 
vessel is underway and the wearer is on deck, they are 
only approved when worn. They are not approved for 
use by people under the age of 16 and those operating 
personal watercraft. However, many users are not aware 
that they need a level of regular care and maintenance.

Automatic inflatables are activated by a combination of a 
chemical bobbin and a carbon dioxide cylinder. The bobbin 
dissolves when immersed in a liquid. This allows a spring-
loaded firing pin to puncture the CO2 cartridge which in turn 
inflates the PFD in about 3 seconds with approximately 35 
pounds of buoyancy.

If the PFD does not automatically inflate, the wearer can 
manually inflate it using the pull tab, or orally inflate it by 
blowing into a tube that has a one-way valve.

At the start of each season and at regular intervals, the PFD 
should be checked to ensure the mechanism is packed 
according to the manufacturer’s instructions, and that a 
fully charged CO2 cylinder is in place and properly secured. 
For automatics with the bobbin, make sure it is secure in its 
holder; it only fits one way. As well, make sure the firing pin 
retracts and the green indicator is visible. If the red indicator 
is visible, then something is wrong with the bobbin, or the 
holder is not properly screwed down all the way. If the PFD 
has no bobbin holder, then it can only be inflated manually.

In some models the tip of the CO2 cartridge screws in, and 
others have a bayonet mount.

The screw-in type needs to be firmly attached and the 
bayonet mount needs to be pushed in and given a 1/8 turn 

clockwise to a full stop. If the cylinder has not been turned, 
the mechanism will eject. The green indicator will not be 
visible without fully turning the cylinder, and if it is not 
properly in place the unit will not inflate.

If an automatic inflatable is accidentally activated by 
moisture, then it will need to be dried out properly before a 
new bobbin and CO2 cartridge are installed. Rearming a wet 
PFD will only cause the bobbin to dissolve and activate the 
new CO2 cartridge.

A hair dryer on low heat can be used if you need to rearm the 
inflatable quickly, but it is best to let it dry out in a warm (not 
hot!), dry location before rearming. A manual inflatable can 
be rearmed immediately.

When inspecting the bobbin, be sure the “ridges” are still 
evident, there are no cracks, and the white fill-in portion is 
not discoloured. The date on the side of the bobbin is the 
date of manufacture, not an expiration date. If properly used 
and maintained, most bobbins have a three-year life span, 
dependent on usage; however, it is recommended that they 
be replaced annually. CO2 cartridges can last for years.

When purchasing a rearm kit be sure it is the correct one for 
your model of PFD, and that the CO2 cartridge is the correct 
size. “High Lift” models use a larger cartridge.

The latest hydrostatic models activate by water pressure 
when they reach a depth of 8 centimetres or more below 
the water’s surface. If undisturbed, the hydrostatic inflators 
require no maintenance for a period of five years.

Most inflatable PFDs have an indicator window which allows 
you to check quickly if the system is a “go” or a “no-go”. Other 
models require the opening-up of the cover to check the 
green pin on the activator.

Always refer to the manufacturer’s owner manual when 
reviewing the maintenance and basic care of your inflatable.

The Care and Maintenance 

of Inflatable Personal Floatation Devices (PFD)
By John Gullick, ACBS member, President of the Trent Severn Antique and Classic Boat Association
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CONTACT  JIM
705-706-3758

jim@tndm.ca

www.tndm.ca

MOBILE AUTOMOTIVE AND  
MARINE DETAILING SERVICES

Ed Skinner Boat Brokerage
Repair and Restoration Referrals

www.edskinnerboatbrokerage.com
Cell: 705 646 3548
email: edskinner28@gmail.com

Repair and Restoration Referrals

   As fast as before, ’til your bottom is sore!

A clean, green, electric machine.
           Duke PlaymateE

2757 Hwy 118 W, Port Carling, Ontario, Canada P0B 1J0 
(705) 764-0191 | stan@stanhunter.ca | www.stanhunter.ca

Stan Hunter 
Boatbuilder

3300yearsyears
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While my wife, Judy, and I prepared to move to 
Brockville on the St. Lawrence River from Ottawa 
(where we plied our 1936 17-foot Ditchburn 

runabout on the Rideau River), we searched for a live-aboard 
boat that would allow us to explore broader horizons in the 
1000 Islands region and beyond, and to provide me with 
a retirement project. After much searching, we drove to 
Poughkeepsie, New York, to examine Queenie, a 1929 Elco 
fast cruiser. She was 38 feet long, with a salon, captain’s 
cabin, crew cabin (with four bunks) that also contained the 
galley, and two heads (fore and aft). Her engine was a 1973 
120 HP Ford Lehman diesel. All of her fittings were brass, 
although somewhat tarnished. Her above-deck structures 
were all mahogany, and the decks teak, all finished bright, 
but needing refinishing. As she had been sitting on land for 
two years, all the wood was dry to the touch and tested solid 
with an ice pick – good news.
Elcos are rarely for sale. The Electric Launch Company of 
Bayonne, NJ, was the premier maker of launches and cruisers 
in that era, and included such customers as the Russian Czar, 
the Shah of Iran, top politicians, business tycoons, famous 
actors, and celebrities. In fact, Queenie is a sister ship to the 
one used by Charles Lindbergh for his 1929 honeymoon with 
Anne Morrow. In 1929, the base price for a 38-foot Elco cruiser 
was $10,500, a tidy sum that would have bought three or four 
houses, or twenty-one Ford Model A cars – clearly not a boat 
for everyone.
The previous owners were very sad to see her go after their 
forty years of loving care and constant use throughout 
New York, coastal New England, and even up to Ontario via 
the canal systems. In June of 2013, as I proudly cruised in 
Queenie up the Hudson and Lake Champlain towards home 
in Brockville, with two antique-boat expert friends from 
Manotick, I grew very fond of her lines and stately presence 
and the attention we received. Her systems were “quaint” 
(original) but serviceable. While Judy and I lived on her three-
plus months (while our condo was under construction), we 
started to notice minor leaks, inconveniences, and, and… 
Gradually, I realized that my initial expectations about the 
work she needed were a little “light” – paint, varnish, and 
replacing a few boards and systems were not going to be 
enough. The initial boat survey was positive, but the surveyor 
could not comment on what he could not see or inspect; that 
is, frames and ribs.
That summer, while cruising to Clayton for the August show, 
we almost sank in the American Narrows due to the failure of 
the two (new) bilge pumps, and a leak in the stem just above 
the stationary water line.  (The higher bow wave made the 
leak worse when underway.)  When I went to the fore cabin 
below to start cleaning for the show, much to my shock, 

water was already above the floor level (about 12 inches 
above the keel). After my initial panic, I was able to steer her 
into shallow water in Swan Bay near Alex Bay and run her up 
a launch ramp. Helpful cottagers provided a large 120v pump 
to dry her out. I was able to get one of the two onboard bilge 
pumps going and temporarily slow the leak in the stem. 
After sloshing to Clayton, we installed two new pumps and 
were rewarded for our efforts with the “Junior Judges” award. 
Major work was clearly needed.

To add insult to injury, when we pulled her in the fall, about 
one foot of the 4 x 8” keel at the bow crushed about four inches  
from the boat’s own weight, while she was being lifted by the 
hydraulic trailer. 

This was the final straw.  What she clearly needed was expert 
advice and major restoration help. We then learned that since 
Queenie had lived in brackish or salt water all her life, her 
wood had become “pickled” and solid. After we brought her 
to the fresh water of the St Lawrence River, the de-pickling 
and subsequent rot started. That fall, Ken Wykes, owner of 
Wykes Boat Works in Harlem, Ontario (near Big Rideau Lake), 
was engaged to be her restorer, and he has become a good 
friend and mentor ever since. He has been a lifesaver.

Judy and I wanted Queenie to be our summer home, capable 
of exploring the canals, lakes and rivers in our region. Our 
goals for her restoration and renovation, therefore, focused 
on having her look like a 1929 Elco coming from the 
factory, with gleaming mahogany, shiny brass fittings, and 
regal charm. At the same time, we wanted to meet current 
safety guidelines, add modern liveability features (such 
as an upgraded galley and heads), employ updated boat 
restoration techniques, and add navigation, communication, 
and system-monitoring technology. 

Structural Restoration
Over the first winter and spring we reconstructed the stem, 
the front half (18 feet) of the 4 x 8” keel, associated frames and 
ribs, and built a new floor in the front cabin. With some new 
bottom planking and refastening of the good existing planks, 
the front third of the boat was now “solid”. After discovering 
major rot, we also replaced the mahogany transom and all 
associated knees, frames and ribs. In fact, the rot was so 
extensive we could only save the top board of the mahogany 
transom. With “all hands on deck” at Wykes Boatworks during 
the last month, we finished in time for a midsummer launch 
and cruising prior to starting an unexpected eighteen 
months of continuous restoration. It seemed that major 
rot prevailed everywhere. Our first step was to build a new 
30’ x 50’ workshop at Wykes to accommodate her height. 
By late fall, Queenie was moved inside to begin her long 
transformation.

Restoring the Venerable Queenie to a Jewel – KaRaT 
A Two-Part Story  By Ray Saunders, ACBS Member

PART ONE
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The initial priority was removing the engine from the hold under the salon to 
permit reinforcing the hull under it. We replaced all of the frames (3” wide) and 
ribs (1-1/4” x 1-1/4”) and changed the rotted engine beds to 6” high x 10’ long 
aluminum I-beams. A good portion of the 1-1/4” white-cedar hull planking also 
needed replacing. In all, we used over 10,000 3-1/2” stainless-steel pan-head 
#12 screws and washers to fasten and refasten the hull. Because the boat had 
painted sides, we did not use bungs; instead, we sealed all screws with epoxy. 
As it was worked on, all wood throughout the entire boat was stripped bare 
and coated with clear, penetrating epoxy sealer (CPES) to help preserve it. The 
rear half of the keel was also replaced at this time.
Like some of us elders, over the years Queenie had developed a major bulge just 
above her waterline along most of her length. We gave her a “tummy tuck” (3” 
per side) by gradually tightening come-along straps attached to her stringers 
to pull her in enough to touch the original engine room bulkheads – that is, the 
correct shape. The fore-cabin sides were pulled in at the same time. Once she 
regained her sleek shape, we replaced all the engine-room bulkheads, frames, 
and ribs, and refastened the hull boards to maintain the original shape. 
In the aft cabin, we also replaced all the frames and ribs as well as many bottom 
planks. The floors in both cabins were reconstructed with 3/4” plywood covered 
in “burnt-birch” strip flooring, finished bright. This completed the structural 
strengthening of the hull. The hull itself was then sanded, faired, and painted 
bright white as before. 
Next up were the fore and aft decks above the cabins. The original decks were 
½” teak over ¾” boards over 2-1/4” x 2-1/4” framing members. Although the teak 
decks looked pretty good, we knew that some rot existed in the supporting 
members. Removing the teak confirmed that everything under it was well 
rotted from water leakage. We replaced all the framing and installed ¾” marine 
plywood over white Arborite (with the white facing downwards to 

New plywood fore deck (awaiting teak) and new mahogany sides 
on fore cabin (the salon is not yet rebuilt).

Engine room showing new members: aluminum engine bed, 
frames and ribs, stringers, plus 2 of many added electrical conduits.
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Restoring the Venerable Queenie to a Jewel – KaRaT – continued

Engine room in original state - rotted engine beds, frames and 
stringers with original waste piping and wiring condition.

“Tummy tuck” of fore cabin with two new frames and remaining 
rotted ribs before replacement.

form the “inner side” of the cabin ceiling, to avoid painting and ease 
cleaning). We then installed new ½” teak decking using the traditional 
screw, bung, and seam-caulking method. The teak is maintained bright.
During the first summer, while rounding the south shore of Prince 
Edward County on a windy day, we had discovered that Queenie’s 
round bottom caused her to keel over radically in “medium”-sized 
beam waves – everything not tied down ended up on the floor, 
including us. Although normal behaviour for round-bottomed boats, 
this situation was downright dangerous, so I needed a “fix-it” to keep 
my first mate happy. My solution was to add a 6” high aluminum 
I-beam down the entire length of the keel to “catch the water” when 
she rolls. It also effectively protects the keel from rocks! For additional 
stability, l added longitudinal members below the waterline. The main 
stabilizers are 1” x 8” boards about 20’ long, mounted at roughly 90 
degrees to the hull and supported by a 2” x 3” aluminum angle screwed 
and glued to the ribs. There are four secondary 2” x 3” aluminum 
angles attached between the waterline and the keel (two per side). 
These additions have cut the rolling by at least 50% – a much more 
comfortable situation.
Restoring the Mahogany Superstructure
As I noted earlier, we found “previously invisible” rot everywhere, 
including where the fore and aft cabin sides joined the decks. 
Although the rot was not extensive, we replaced the bottom and 
some of the vertical members to stop it from spreading. All the glue 
joints in the cabin windows and screens had become loose over the 
years, rendering them next to useless. This led to all twelve cabin 
windows and screens being deconstructed, re-glued, and refinished. 
We then installed tinted glass to cut down on glare and heat. For the 
fore and aft cabin roofs, we re-used the existing supporting structure 
and added ¼” plywood, and then applied fibreglass/paint to seal and 
refinish them.
Once we decided to replace most of the upper mahogany in the salon, 
we added three inches of vertical space to accommodate individuals 
over six feet tall. Structurally, the existing salon roof was very weak; 
its original design supported only a permanent canvas covering, 
although the canvas had been replaced with ¼” plywood and canvas/
paint many years ago. Our redesign of the roof’s mahogany structural 
members added additional vertical supports at the rear, as well as a 
central beam and a real “leaf spring” to help support the curvature 
of the roof. As with the decking above cabins, the roof is now ¼” 
plywood over white Arborite, with fibreglass and paint providing 
protection from the elements. The white Arborite-and-mahogany 
supports make an attractive, low maintenance salon ceiling. All the 
glass was changed to green-tinted safety automotive glass. The salon 
windows were newly constructed and made to open. Fortunately, the 
dash, helm station, engine-to-roof vent surrounds, and the original 
side panels of the salon remain original, so it looks exactly like it did 
before – just a little taller.
To finalize the “original” exterior look, we rebuilt all the mahogany rub-
rails, toe-rails, and railings and finished them bright. Further, every 
one of Queenie’s brass fittings, lights, and horn were polished to their 
original factory golden gleam. A coating of exterior spray varnish has so 
far kept them in their shiny state. New brass anchors adorn both sides 
of her bow, one with a hidden windlass, the other manually operated.  

To be continued in the Fall issue of Classicboat.

New knee, framing and bottom framing for the new transom/rear 
storage area.

Original galley with no counter space, original ice box, sink and stove 
(on left).
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at the docks.  My uncle, Donald Davis, was 
there with his Heather Belle, and the Rita was 
there, along with the Rambler and the Carryall 
and the Aliquippa.  There were twenty-three 
Minett and Minett-Shields entered - when did 
we last have twenty-three Minetts at a show 
- fifteen Ditchburns, and six Greavettes, of 
which four were Streamliners.

It is too long ago to remember which ones 
were my favourites, I did notice, however, 
that four of the six Minett-Shields were 
gentleman’s racers from the mid-thirties – 
and that would have been special.  Other 
fast boats included Rainbow IX, Minett-
Shields’ Delta and Gold Fawn, Ditchburn’s 
B-IV and Whippet, and two Ditchburn Vikings 
- Mowitza and Flip A Coin. 

The pictures with this report were taken at this very show by my late brother  
Ashe Davis.

For a complete list of the boats entered, e-mail the author at tank6163@aol.com. 

Deep in the archives at the 
Discovery Centre were found 
the entry cards for the 1978 MLA 

Boat Show, which was held in August 
at the Muskoka Lakes Golf and Country 
Club.  I went to that show and although 
I had been driving wooden boats all my 
life, I think that day was the start of my 
obsession with antique boats.

It was quite a show.  There were seventy-
eight boats entered, though from my 
memory, there seemed to be just as 
many boats out in the bay as there were 

A Rather Late Boat Show Report

By Tim Davis

Minett-Shields’ Delta.

Lights on Aliquippa.

The SS Ramona II.

Visitors admire the beautiful Heather-Belle.

At the docks with Eaglet II (left) and Merganser (centre).

Rita’s beautiful detail.
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The boating community 
was saddened to hear 
of the passing of Jim 

Thompson. Born in London, 
Jim graduated from Ridley 
College in 1944. He did two 
years of study at the Royal 
Canadian Naval College in 
Esquimault and graduated 
as a midshipman. Postwar, 
he studied Engineering at 
Toronto (1946-1948), and 
Business Administration at 
Western (1948-1949). He 
became a businessman, and 

joined the Supertest Petroleum Company in 1952, and went on to 
become its President from 1960-1971, when it was taken over by 
British Petroleum.
The Thompson family used to summer at Corunna on the St. Clair 
River. Jim was always involved with some type of boat, and he 
learned to master them all. This shared love of boats led to his father, 
Gordon Thompson, taking him to watch the Harmsworth races on 
the Detroit River. At age seven in 1934, while at Detroit, Jim said: 
“Dad, I would like to try and win the Harmsworth Trophy for Canada”.
That wish would lead to a journey that would take twenty-five years 
to reach fruition. It started with the Thompsons purchasing the hulls 
of Miss Canada III and IV, from the Wilsons of Ingersoll, prior to the 
1951 racing season. Their next job was to put together a racing team 
to compete. As Jim admitted: “We knew nothing”. The boat was given 
the name, Miss Supertest, but unfortunately, she was plagued with 
mechanical problems, and over a three-year period was only able 
to complete one heat in one race. Prior to the 1954 racing season, 
the Thompsons had American builder, Les Staudacher, make them 
a modern three pointer boat, which was christened Miss Supertest II. 
The goal of the Thompsons was to have a boat to compete for the 
Harmsworth Trophy, which had been recognized as the symbol of 
world supremacy in motorboat racing since its inception in 1903. 
It was a competition between countries, as the holder defended 
against a challenger from another country. The Trophy had been 
in the hands of the United States since 1920, when Gar Wood had 
captured it. The Wilsons had tried unsuccessfully in 1949-1950 
to reclaim the Harmsworth. Now the Thompsons had a boat with 
which they thought they could win it back.
Miss Supertest II was an excellent boat for speed, with a Canadian 
speed record of 154.845 mph (31 October 1955), and a world water 
speed record of 184.494 mph (1 November 1957) on measured 
miles. But she had a difficult time in competitions on choppy waters 
(like the Detroit River). She won three races over three years, on the 
A.P.B.A. circuit. They challenged for the Harmsworth in 1956, but 
were defeated in two of three heats by the American boat, Shanty I.
Jim knew that the only way they could ever win the Harmsworth, 
was to create the best possible boat, and he chose to build it himself. 
As he said: “the difficulty is to build one that is not only fast, but one 
which can be controlled and stand up in a race”. In January 1959, 

James Gordon (Jim) Thompson (18 December 1926 –13 May 2021)

By John Joseph Kelly (author of Roostertail: The Miss Supertest Story)

Jim and Miss Supertest III.

Supertest Brain Trush 1952.

he began to construct Miss Supertest III. He had never 
built a boat from scratch, but with his naval and 
engineering training, and being around boats and 
combustion engines, he was a natural. He had learned 
also from mistakes made on the first two boats. She 
won her first race at the Detroit Memorial, and then 
the Harmsworth race in August, where she defeated 
the American defender Maverick. What is sometimes 
forgotten in the superb driving of Bob Hayward, was 
that Jim was a talented driver himself, and used to 
test drive the boat. At the Harmsworth, Jim made 
a major decision before the final race. There was an 
area where the water was rougher, and the American 
boat had previously forced Miss Supertest III into those 
waters. Jim cropped each of the two propeller blades, 
to give the boat greater “grab” in the water when 
acceleration was needed. One and a half pounds of 
blade was taken off, and this led to a smoother ride.
Miss Supertest quickly secured a four second lead and 
was never headed. On lap 12, Maverick’s engine burst 
into flame, and the Harmsworth Trophy came home 
to Canada after 39 years.
The Trophy was defended in 1960 at Picton where 
Miss Supertest beat three American challengers; and 
again in 1961, where she defeated Miss Detroit. Jim 



31

Classicboat Sum
m

er 2021

Thompson, Bob Hayward and Miss Supertest III were placed in 
the Canadian Sports Hall of Fame.
One month later, Bob Hayward was killed during the Silver 
Cup. Afterwards, Jim Thompson retired the boat: “We were 
always interested in winning and defending the Harmsworth 
for Canada and the Commonwealth. With the untimely death 
of Bob Hayward…the members of our racing team would 
derive little satisfaction from further success….as President of 
Supertest Petroleum, I would find it difficult…to devote the 
time necessary…that would be required to ensure that Canada 
continues to be adequately represented in world competition”.
The boat was permanently loaned to the Ontario Science 
Centre (1967-2005), and then it returned to Mr. Thompson. 
During the period 2010-2012, Jim would accompany the 
boat to shows in London, Toronto, Woodstock, and Picton. 
Wherever they appeared, both were mobbed by fans, many 
too young to have seen the boat in its heyday. The magic of the 
Supertest name, and the genial personality of Jim Thompson, 
made for an engaging story that became timeless.
Jim’s contribution to Canadian boating is epic. He is also 
remembered in the Canadian Motorsports Hall of Fame, the 
London Sports Hall of Fame, and the London Business Hall 
of Fame. He was a recipient of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
Medal. His was a life well lived, and we are all better off for 
having known him.
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At one time or another we have all depend upon the services 
of a Marine Surveyor. A survey can be extremely useful in 
assessing the condition and value of our classic and antique 

boats. The keen surveyor can help us see and understand issues as 
we consider a new purchase or seek to insure our boats. The survey 
is also a great tool for you to negotiate a price commensurate with 
the nature of repairs or upgrades required. 
Inevitably, since few boats are perfect, the surveyor will provide 
recommendations that are often grouped by priority – priority 1, 
being safety and regulatory recommendations; priority 2, being 
maintenance and standards related and, priority 3, being other 
observations. If the survey is supporting an insurance policy or 
lien holder, such will almost certainly require confirmation that the 
priority 1 items have been fully addressed. 
Regardless of the reason for the survey, there is often much to be 
gained from it. Once the survey report is received, it’s a really good 
idea to read it thoroughly. Don’t hesitate to ask your surveyor lots of 
questions, because you’re paying good money for it. It’s important 
that you understand and agree with all the information provided. It’s 
also not unusual for there to be recommendations that, with a little 
further digging, may not be issues at all. For instance, the survey 
of my 1947 Shepherd indicated that the accelerator pedal did not 
return to idle when pressure was removed (like our cars). In fact, the 
pedal by design does not return; one must push with the heel for it 
to pivot and return back to idle. It’s not the surveyor’s fault; he just 
wasn’t familiar with the nuance of the feature. The survey also noted 
no chafe or insulating material between the fuel tank and the hold-
down straps. Subsequent disassembly showed there was indeed 
insulating material; it just couldn’t be seen without disassembly. 
So, remember that the surveyor can’t fully inspect what he can’t 
see. To get the most out of your survey it’s important to provide as 
much access as possible. The surveyor is unlikely to perform any 
disassembly that requires tools. Mechanically secured covers, ceiling 
boards and floorboards should be removed or unfastened by you 
so that things like plumbing, wiring, framing, stringers, keelson, 
garboard planks, and packing glands can be properly inspected. 
In my recent survey, there were quite a few findings that needed 
prompt attention. Although the boat was professionally restored, 
we were surprised at the “creativity” of some of the mechanical-
systems work. The fuel filter for the newly rebuilt Gray Marine Model 
109 was an inexpensive disposable in-line filter you might use for a 
lawn mower. Additionally, the fuel, vent, and fill hoses were all of an 
unknown standard and, surprisingly, there was no fuel shutoff valve. 
I subsequently replaced all hoses and installed a proper full-flow 
filter/water separator and added fuel shutoff valves. I also replaced 
the elbow connecting the fuel line to carburetor with a tee and a 
plug to allow for quick installation of a priming handpump. While 
the raw-water inlet was a proper bronze through-hull fitting, it was 
topped by a carbon-steel tee, plug, and nipple that was turned 
down on a lathe to fit into a one-inch I.D. hose – but with no valve.
There is no telling what your survey may find; however, suffice to say 
that it’s a valuable tool for you to understand a boat’s condition. It’s 
best to welcome and value the surveyor’s input. Ensuring that you 
have a good surveyor is a whole other article.

The Survey Says

By Jerry Keto

1947 Shepherd Utility.

Gray Marine 109.

Old fuel filter.

Old through-hull fitting.

New fuel filter.

New through-hull fitting.
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In this article, I thought that instead 
of doing a technical writing, I would 
highlight one of my favourite old 

Johnson outboards, the model PO-15.
To identify the outboards which 
Johnson manufactured, the Johnson 
management decided to identify each 
outboard with the letter of the alphabet. 
The first year of Johnson production, 
1922, these motors came out of the 
factory with the letter A followed by a 
sequential serial number stamped into 
the rope plate.
Johnson continued to use the alphabet 
with such models as J, K, S, P. Not much 
is known as to the logic Johnson used 
in naming their models. After many 
years of collecting, I’ve managed to 
memorize most of the models and 
horsepowers. 
In 1935 Johnson came out with a fairly 
large, opposed twin called the “P-
75” rated at 22 HP. However, in 1937, 
Johnson renamed this model as the 
PO-15. The “PO” model designation 
continued from 1937 to 1950. Now I bet 
you’re asking yourself, “what the heck is 
a “PO” model?”
Johnson identified this 22 HP motor as 
the model “P”, and the “O” meant that 
the cylinders were opposed. In other 
words, facing away from each other, 
but firing both plugs at the same time. 
This somewhat unbalanced motor, with 
simultaneous firing spark plugs and no 
gear shift, is a handful to start and run.

By Ron Stevenson

Prop-nutZ  My Favourite Johnson Outboard

MODEL HD 2.5 H.P. MODEL TN 5.0 H.P. MODEL QD 10.0 H.P. MODEL SD 16.0 H.P. MODEL PO 22.0 H.P. 

Johnson PO-15. Close up of tiller and cylinder. The cylinder at a different angle.

This big, robust, awkward monster did survive the buying public and served 
industry as well. Many of the POs were used in logging camps to tow log booms 
across lakes to the sawmills. This torque monster was also the answer to towing 
water skiers and surf boards long before the famous green Johnson 25 HP debuted 
in ‘51. With no gearshift to shift it into neutral, you must be ready with your boat 
pointing the right way, because when the motor starts, away you go.
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Tubular pipe and tiller handle.

The US military used the big PO, but had it modified to push barges, pontoon floats 
and storm boats. These modifications included eliminating the exhaust down pipe, 
which enabled the motor to be spun 360 degrees. The motor had the mid-section 
lengthened 6 inches by the factory, because the pontoons and barges had tall 21” 
mounting transoms. Exhaust was directed out of a drilled plate on the back of the 
muffler. I can’t imagine being a soldier, spinning the motor around 180 degrees 

and getting a face full of exhaust! The 
motor had a ring of tubular pipe bolted 
to the powerhead to let the motor be 
steered from any side, along with the 
normal stubby tiller handle. See painted 
brown motor picture.
These POs were built to take a hard 
beating in both consumer and military 
use. They have hardened lower unit 
gears, waterproof magneto, forged steel 
connecting rods, and many more heavy-
duty mechanical features to make them 
last. The last year that the PO-15 was 
produced was 1950. My PO is a very high 
serial number which makes it one of 
the last made in Peterborough in 1950. 
I’m sure the designers at OMC were 
working for several years developing 
the new generation of alternate firing 
big motor, the Johnson ‘Sea Horse 25’ 
and the Evinrude ‘Big Twin 25’.
This new generation of easy-starting 
full-gear shift motors would change 
outboard designs for decades.



36

Cl
as

sic
bo

at
 S

um
m

er
 2

02
1

In Neil’s Harbour, we called them American dories – the 
iconic, seagoing rowboats, often seen in historical photos 
or artistic renditions of the North Atlantic cod fishery. 

They are referred to by many names, such as the Gloucester, 
Newfoundland, Lunenburg, St. Pierre, or Grand Bank dory, 
each one displaying subtle differences that evolved within 
their given geographic location along the North Atlantic 
coast. Generically, many refer to them as bank dories. I believe 
they originated in New England – perhaps Gloucester. They 
showed up not long after the first Europeans, and the design 
has changed little since.
The bank dory was designed to carry heavy loads of fish, 
while displaying fine sea-keeping qualities in the rough 
waters of the North Atlantic. They can be a bit tender when 
empty on a calm sea, but they stiffen up in heavy seas, more 
so with a half a load or more. To this end, the flat bottom is 
rockered, the narrowed transom more or less equates to a 
double-ender, and the flared sides offer additional freeboard 
per foot of height. Planking follows the natural flexibility of 
the wood; thus, construction is expedited without the need 
for any excessive steaming, bending, or twisting. Horizontal 
risers, running (more or less) from stem to stern, are fixed to 
the knees. The seats are simple planks that are notched on 
the ends to fit around the knees and are held up by the risers. 
The seat design allows for their easy removal, and this meant 
the bank dories could be stacked on the decks of fishing 
schooners and lowered into the sea once out on the banks. 
Each morning, with baited trawl tubs on board, the dories 
would be lowered and rowed or sailed (with a lug rig) away 
from the schooner, where the fishermen would set their 
trawls (also called long lines). Lines were hauled and the 
fishermen would also jig for cod, in order to get a full load. 
In the evening, the little boats would return to the schooner 
to unload their catch (and clean, salt, and stow it), bait 
their trawls, repair equipment, eat, and sleep. As the dories 
returned and were hauled on board, the seats would be 
popped out and the dories would be stacked on deck until 
needed again the next morning.
As technology eventually took the schooner out of the fishing 
industry, the role of the bank dory diminished significantly. 
They are still used commercially to a small degree today, but 
often are built as classic boats, used for pleasure or public 
relations. In many fishing villages, however, these dories are 
now mostly the stuff of stories of a fishery from days gone by.
I grew up in Neil’s Harbour, a little fishing village on the 
northeastern coast of Cape Breton. That’s where the Call of 
the Sea, or whatever one might call it, took hold of me as a 
young boy. Long after the days of the bank dory, but long 
enough before the moratorium, our village was defined 
by the lobster fishery in the spring, and the cod fishery in 
the summer and fall, until such time that the snow-crab 
market more or less supplanted the summer cod fishery. 
With so many boats fishing out of Neil’s Harbour, moorings 
were set in the harbour for boats to tie up when not in use. 

The fishermen had small dories that they used to shuttle 
themselves to and from the shore. These dories were mostly 
flat-bottomed skiffs, along with a few punts and the odd 
lap-strake double-ender, and they were all painted different 
colours that reflected the popular marine hues of the day.
The Shore, as we affectionately referred to it, was our 
playground. On a typical Saturday morning during lobster 
season, we’d explore one of the old, run-down stages (sheds 
where fishing gear was stored), or search for new tunnels 
among the concrete pyramids of the breakwater that might 
have shifted during the most recent storm. When the boats 
were out, the harbour would be littered with dories, tied up 
on collar (the word we used to refer to the moorings}. Before 
long, the fishing boats would start returning. First to arrive 
were the older men who weren’t fishing as many lobster 
traps as they used to, and those whose spots were relatively 
close to the harbour. After selling their catch and refuelling 
their boats, the fishermen would put their boats on collar, 
and row their dories ashore.
Once the dories were hauled up for the day, we boys were free 
to take them out at our leisure, provided we were respectful. 
Sometimes we’d use the dories to emulate the fishermen, 
by catching rock crabs with traps we’d make from old paint 
cans, lobster twine, and cork floats from the mackerel nets. 
Sometimes we’d get brave and row out past the breakwater 
or up to the sand beach, only to return home and find out 
that a conscientious neighbor with a set of binoculars had 
reported their misgivings (our misbehaviour?) to our moms. 
We’d play in the dories in the evenings as well, so long as the 
fishermen didn’t need to go out for bait when the drift nets 
were less effective. Remarkably, in those days we never took 
a life jacket with us.
As we grew into our early teens, most boys would fish on 
Saturdays, holidays, and summer vacations, either with their 
father or an uncle. The 15th of May was a day off school for the 
boys, as our help was needed on the shore on the opening 
day of lobster season, with no shortage of work to be done. 
Some boys, of which I was one, liked fishing more than others. 
I fished mostly for lobster and cod with my uncle, along with 
other species that were used for bait or were otherwise 
caught and sold as a by-product of the main fishery. When 
the crab fishery started up, my father would not allow me to 
go out. The boats were small and would be busy, and with the 
big swells (six miles offshore) and heavy crab traps swinging 
on a boom, he thought it was all a bit too dangerous for a 
boy my age. But with the fishermen all partnered up for crab 
fishing, there were always dories available on the shore, so 
I spent those days ringing perch in the harbour, until I had 
enough to sell for bait.

At the age of twenty-one, I had the great fortune to spend 
a summer working out of a bank dory, on the east coast of 
Newfoundland. In so doing, I felt the amazing functionality of 
the design and better appreciated the stories and nostalgia. 
I dreamt of building one of my own, some day. But my 

Dare to Dream: The Building of the Clara May

By Keith Farrier 
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like so many others from the little fishing 
villages, I ultimately left Cape Breton to work. 
I pursued a career in the Canadian Forces, 
with a busy and transient life that limited my 
opportunities to answer the call of the sea to 
those few times when I’d get home to Cape 
Breton on holidays. 

But the dream was always there, and now it is 
finally becoming a reality. My wife, Janis, and 
I recently retired in Moncton, New Brunswick, 
and our dream dory is currently being built 
by Mike Gray, working out of the Dory Shop 
in Lunenburg, Nova Scotia. She’ll be called 
the Clara May, named after my grandmother 
(an icon in her own right – north of Cape 
Smokey). The Clara May is a traditional 
Lunenburg dory (Seine model), measuring 
25’ 9” from stem to stern and 20’ at the water 
line. At midship the gunwales measure 7’ 6” 
across, and she’s 4’ across the bottom. At the lowest point of her 12’ 
11” sheer, the vertical height from bottom (with an 8” rocker) are 31”. 
Her cargo capacity, all things included, is rated at 5,600 lbs!

In their heyday, bank dories were little more than a hull, as most of 
the space was dedicated to holding fish. The Clara May, however, 
is built for cruising, with a cambered fo’c’sle and wheelhouse that 
mimics that of a modern-day lobster boat. Features on deck include 
a fo’c’sle vent and upper/lower grab rails. With a full keel added on, 
and a traditional rudder, the ship’s wheel will turn a spool, rope, 
and pulley set-up, with a tiller bar passing through a slot in the 
transom. An inboard Yanmar 3GM30 will provide ample power, and 
the traditional make ‘n’ break propeller has three big blades that can 
keep her at hull speed in a strong tide/current or pull her off a beach 
if she were to put ashore. A V-drive gearbox allows for mounting the 
motor further aft, thereby creating more room in the cockpit. 

The bottom of the dory and the garboard (lowest plank) are made of 
white pine, with the remaining planks made from long spruce boards 
that need no scarfing. The knees and cabin beams are tamarack, 
the deck frames are tropical hardwood, and a strip of black locust 
provides the outer frame for the decking, while also functioning 
as a rub-rail. Deck frames around the perimeter are also reinforced 
with short steel rods that eliminate the requirement for additional, 
bulky knees. Cabin walls and bulkheads are tongue-and-groove 
spruce; decking and roofing are tongue-and-groove spruce covered 
with plywood and glass. Oak shoes offer extra protection along the 
bottom edges, and black locust stripping provides an extra-hard, 
bottom liner for the white oak keel.

Bells and whistles include two bunks down below that convert to 
seats, and the wheelhouse has seating for two that can convert to a 
mini galley. A 12v power supply has been installed, with one engine 
battery and two house batteries. The electronics ensemble includes 
2 x VHF, Doppler radar, sonar, and GPS/chart plotter. A portable 12v 
fridge/freezer, porta-pottie, and a propane camp stove and heater 
make her feel like home.

Mike Gray and Clara May.

Yanmar 3GM30 inboard.

Dare to Dream: continued
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also provide back-up power when used with a customized, side-
mount bracket. A 12’ stayed mast and swinging boom behind the 
wheelhouse has been fitted with a block and tackle to raise and 
lower our dinghy or heavy supplies. The forward sole sits atop the 
ribs, while the aft sole is a raised deck that covers the drive shaft 
and gearbox. Separating the off-set soles, a thwart incorporates a 
102-litre diesel fuel tank, bilge pumps, and fittings, and provide some 
additional stowage space. The engine cover doubles as an aft seat, 
and the cockpit has about 4” of coaming – adding more freeboard 
(and sea-worthiness).

Completion of the build and launch are scheduled for this spring, 
in advance of the upcoming boating season, and we’ll be sure 
to provide a follow-up once she’s in the water. Painted in the 
traditional Buff Yellow with green trim and a white cabin, the Clara 
May will be tied up at the Pointe-du-Chene Yacht Club in Shediac 
– a short 20-minute drive from Moncton. Janis and I will welcome 
any visitors who see the Clara May, and we shouldn’t be too hard 
to spot in Shediac. If the boat is gone, we’ll either be day-tripping 
in the Northumberland Strait, or taking longer-range trips with 
our cat (Jimi) around the coastal waters of Atlantic Canada. Our 
first big voyage, however, will be to take Clara May home to see  
Neil’s Harbour.

farrier.kc@gmail.com

Gunwales and cabin beams.

Outside the Dory Shop in Lunenburg, Nova Scotia

Dare to Dream: continued

Muskoka boats are one of the finest examples of form and function 
put together. That form and function that happened back in the 1920s, 
‘30s, and ‘40s carried forward into fibreglass boats. But the other thing 
is that it’s an art form. When we start looking at what I call the finer 
examples of Muskoka boat building, whether they’re Minett Shields, 
Ditchburns, Greavettes or some of the other smaller builders, they 
really have created an art form that is worthy of being recognized. I 
think that’s the next phase of boat collecting in Canada.”

The Murray Walker Grace and Speed Boathouse, 
at the Muskoka Discovery Centre, houses 
North America’s largest collection of in-water 

classic antique wooden boats. It is now celebrating 
its 15th anniversary. I interviewed Murray Walker, 
past Board Chair and Honorary Director of MSDC, 
who led the team that built the Muskoka Discovery 
Centre, opened in 2006, and was responsible for the 
creation of the boathouse. 

I asked Murray why he thought Muskoka needed a 
boat museum.
Murray: “Before the chance to start a museum came 
up, I had the conviction that we have world class 
boats in Muskoka, but we don’t have any place to 
showcase them other than a few hours every year at 
a boat show. Plus, there is an entire archival history 
about the Muskoka boats that wasn’t being looked 
after. So, just that alone was enough to say that I think 
we should do something about it. I felt, in fact, we 
should do it on a broader level, and Muskoka could 
become that focus. This was really the epicenter of 
leisure boat building and especially at the high level. 

Murray Walker Grace and Speed Boathouse,  
the Origins and the Future
By Gary Getson - Board Chair Muskoka Steamships & Discovery Centre

Muskoka Discovery Centre, opening day 2006.



41

Classicboat Sum
m

er 2021



42

Cl
as

sic
bo

at
 S

um
m

er
 2

02
1

Wooden boats are a complement to the stunning natural beauty of Muskoka.

I asked Murray about his original vision for the boathouse.
Murray: “The idea that we could do an in-water exhibit I thought was really key 
at the time for what I call pleasure boats. Unlike race boats that can’t sit in the 
water, pleasure boats, especially in Muskoka, would sit in the water all year long 
or at least all through the boating season. The nice part about exhibiting them in 
the water, is twofold – one, that the boats can be alive, they’re moving. The other 
part, is that it allows us, especially in Muskoka, to have an ever-changing series of 
boats coming and going. With water access from three lakes, we can simply drive 
them in and out. It’s so key that it be a changing exhibit, a really important aspect 
of the vision. There was some controversy at the time from museologists that we 
needed to build our collection to comply with government grants. Having been 
on the board of another museum I realized the challenges that they had with 
storage, moving, and maintenance, and being a wooden boat owner, I know how 
much it costs to maintain them in museum condition. I believed if we’re going 
to maintain excellence in Muskoka of the standard that we’re used to seeing in 
boats, and be able to continue the “wow” factor, we didn’t have a choice. It was 
the smart thing to do to borrow them. It’s given us such a variety that we’re so 
fortunate to have here in Muskoka.”

A museum without archives is a tree without roots. 

We all said we’d like it to be really recognized and important, and we said you have 
to earn that. You can have a facility, but you need a credible repository of archival 
material and on that the reputation grows as does the size of the archives. We 
have wonderful people to look after it and have been very fortunate, especially 
under the leadership of Mary Storey. When you see the number of people who 
have called and asked for information and the number of publications that use 
the information, it really says that, yes, the centre is a place that people turn to for 
archival information and a place they trust to hold archival material.

I asked Murray how that vision has unfolded.
Murray:  “At the time there was thinking that the facility was to be totally 
dedicated to storage and a collection building, which I called looking through 

“moss-coloured glasses”. I realized 
that by being more multipurpose 
and making it more of a community 
meeting place – which would not 
only enhance the interest factor, 
but also increase the revenue 
possibilities, such as holding 
receptions and so on – helped to 
make us more sustainable.” 

Muskoka Discovery Centre as 
a Destination Tourism Cultural 
Hub for all of Muskoka

I asked Murray to comment as 
we have adopted themes of 
water, Indigenous history, and 
sustainability, leading to a vibrant 
cultural hub.
Murray: “We have an abundance 
of water. If we didn’t have water 
in Muskoka, we wouldn’t even 
be having this conversation. I felt 
strongly about the Indigenous 
theme and I advocated for that 
when I was on the board. Now 
people in Canada, thanks to some 
government prompting and many 
social groups, are realizing more 
of the importance of Indigenous 
history. I think water and 
Indigenous aspects are logical. I 
am happy to see what we are now 
doing; it all ties in, it’s natural.”

A virtual and physical attraction 
to enjoy and discover ways 
to make a difference for the 
sustainability of Muskoka.

You know, 15 plus years ago, we 
said we need to have a “wow” boat. 
When you first come in, I think 
it sets the stage, it helps set the 
expectation, and we’re missing out 
if we don’t use the “wow” factor. 

Each year, if we strive to have a 
special “wow” boat, I think that we 
can really talk a lot about some 
incredible pedigrees. Talking about 
the pedigree is something that I 
don’t think any of us have done 
enough of. I think when we have 
some of these boats that have 
incredible pedigrees in terms of 
who owns them, who rode in them, 

Murray Walker Grace and Speed Boathouse continued

The Murray Walker Grace and Speed Boathouse.
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 Proudly Serving Muskoka and  
 Surrounding area for 34 Years!

Your Window and Door Specialists
Window Works Muskoka has 
provided consultation, sales, service 
and installation of quality products 
for 34 years. Our knowledgeable 
sales people work with architects, 
designers, builders and home 
owners, assisting clients in making 
the best selections for their new 
construction or renovation project. 
With a diverse selection we are able 
to suggest the right design and 
budget for you.

2358 Hwy #11 N
Gravenhurst, Ontario

sales@windowworksmuskoka.net
www.windowworksmuskoka.net

Tel: 705-687-7617
1-800-668-9858

MUSKOKAWINDOW WORKS

555 Jones Road, Gravenhurst, ON  P1P 1R1
705-681-0781 • butson@bellnet.ca
www.timbutsonwoodenboatbuilder.com

that really matters to a lot of people and attracts a lot 
more attention. It is also an opportunity not only to talk  
about the ‘wow’ factor of the big mahogany launches, 
but also to balance that with earlier vessels that were 
very significant and essential in the settlement history. 
An example is Pugsley, a motorized punt, that was used 
to transport passengers and luggage from steamships 
to private cottages. 

We’re fortunate that we have some really good 
narrators in our group. Ian Turnbull, of course, comes 
to mind as being someone who is exceptional. Many 
others quickly come to mind as well.

We are now honing our skills in terms of being virtual, 
and our audience is now more used to a virtual 
experience. So, with these technological advances and 
our developing skills it gives us a great opportunity to 
tell our story better, particular aspects of history, than 
we ever did before and to a wider audience. Of course, 
hopefully, it will prompt more people to visit the centre 
and see what’s there.

This will allow the boathouse to continue to evolve: 
exhibiting our past in the present, and demonstrating 
a standard of excellent with lessons from the designers, 
builders, and owners of these special Canadian artifacts.

Maybe you’re the third- or fourth-generation of your 
family to own the boat. Maybe you found it in the 

Field of Dreams – or just an ordinary field! Maybe your 
childhood dream was to own this boat, and you finally 

made it happen. Whatever the origin of your boat,  
if you’ve answered this question more than once,  

it’s time to share your story. 

 Submit your story as a Word document along with any 
photos as JPEG files to Classicboat@acbs.ca.

WHERE’D YOU GET  
THAT BOAT?
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Setting the Record Straight

By Prior Smith

I stumbled into ACBS- Toronto back in the ‘80s when 
Ken MacStephen, one of the club’s founding members, 
discovered very much by accident that I was restoring 

cedar strip boats as a hobby. Wanting to expand the horizons 
of a club with heavy Muskoka representation, he thought a 
cedar strip guy who lived in the Kawartha Lakes would be a 
useful addition. Few people in their right mind were restoring 
cedar strips in the ‘80s; after all, at that time fibreglass was all 
the rage. 

When I was kid spending a week or two at a rented cottage 
near Fenelon Falls, I saw two boats that blew me away - a 
Lakefield Mohawk Royal Deluxe cedar strip runabout with 
a maroon-coloured Johnson engine on the back and this 
weird looking thing with a small inboard engine that I later 
discovered was a Dispro. Many years later I managed to 
acquire both, and the hobby of restoring small boats, mostly 
cedar strips, began to unfold. All these years later, after 
completing 24 restorations, I still have a hard time turning 
one down.

Each year a favourite weekend in the spring finds me in 
Muskoka touring the workshops seeing how other guys are 
doing it. Well, four years ago I missed the spring shop tour 
for the first time thanks to surgery on my right hip. I missed 
it again three years ago due to the surgery to repair/correct 
the first surgery. Then COVID wiped things out last year and 
wiped it out again this year. So, when the club announced 
plans to do a virtual tour, I wasn’t going to miss it.

Kudos to those who did all of the work and to the shop 
owners who welcomed us in, virtually.

One thing struck me at the end of one of the video segments. 
It was mentioned that “back in the day”, Muskoka builders 
churned out boats in the “tens and hundreds” and SeaBird 
was described as “the most prolific Canadian builder”. It was 
said that the Port Carling based operation was “the biggest 
builder in Canada building more boats than anybody”.

“Hmm, I thought. Somebody has to set the record straight.”

The biggest builder of recreational watercraft – in fact, 
watercraft of every description – was the Peterborough 
Canoe Company, a division of Peterborough-based Canadian 
Watercraft Limited. They didn’t build boats by the tens and 
hundreds - they churned them out each year by the thousands. 
The company was not only the biggest in Canada, with 
international distribution it was one of the biggest in the world.

During the many years I’ve been involved in the antique and 
classic boat hobby, I’ve found that the biggest misconception 
is that Peterborough and Lakefield area builders just built 
canoes. After all, they were known as “canoe companies”. 
While they created the cedar strip style of construction and 
produced canoes for decades, they also produced everything 
from steam launches and fantail motorized launches to 
cabin cruisers, sailboats, skiffs, deluxe inboard cruisers, and 
outboard runabouts of every description that wound up 
on practically every lake in the country. When they weren’t 
doing that, the Peterborough operation had a division that 
was producing everything from toboggans to skis to surf 
boards to duck decoys.

Peterborough Canoe Company was such a force in the 
marketplace in the late ‘20s, Illinois-based Johnson Motor 
Company opened up a Canadian division in downtown 
Peterborough, a few blocks from the canoe company – smart 
move. Boats needed engines! That company, which morphed 
into Outboard Marine Corporation, developed a complex 
on Monaghan Road that cranked out more than a million 
outboard engines. What’s left of that complex is the current 
home of the Canadian Canoe Museum.

As Ken Kirk pointed out in an article on the Peterborough 
Canoe Company in this publication years ago, the biggest 
problem with the Peterborough Canoe Company by the mid 
‘50s was that it was too big, producing way too many models 
in wood using too many construction methods. When it 
came to boat building, they were everything to everyone.

By the mid ‘50s Peterborough Canoe Company alone was 
producing more than 8,000 watercraft a year with about 
l00 different models. They employed more than 200 people 
and operated out of a complex covering more than a dozen 
acres of prime real estate in downtown Peterborough that 
included a state-of-the-art showroom that has been the 

Prior and Allana in their 15’ 1939 Peterborough Ambassador.

Take the Plunge!
Volunteers are needed for all of our events.  

If you’d like to find out more, contact Brian Atkinson  
at brianratkinson@sympatico.ca today!
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home of CHEX TV for the past two decades. Their annual 
catalogue was the size of a small city phone book. 

The company got itself heavily into debt in the mid ‘50s 
building new manufacturing and storage facilities and the 
showroom.  When competitive fibreglass and aluminum 
products flooded the marketplace, Peterborough couldn’t 
adjust quickly enough and by the early ‘60s it was all over. 
When the bank called the note on a Friday, the doors were 
locked, never to open again.

The name Peterborough, that was world renowned for 
decades, lived on for a brief period as a secondary model 

produced in both fibreglass and aluminum by Princecraft in 
Quebec. But it wasn’t long before an almost one-hundred-
year tradition of boat building success in the Kawartha Lakes 
faded away. And, with it went the jobs of several hundred 
long time skilled employees.

Today, if you take a look at the ACBS directory, you’ll find 
more Peterborough boats listed than boats from any other 
manufacturer. And you still see them throughout Ontario 
and elsewhere hidden away in boat houses or rotting under 
tarps behind cottages - images that now sadly recall what 
were the glory days of the Peterborough Canoe Company. 
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printing. Please send ad copy via mail, email or fax to: Tim Aikenhead Tel: 905-305-0413 x308 Fax: 905-305-1639 Email: taikenhead@sportables.ca.  
It is recommended that you call to confirm that your fax or mailed ad copy has been received. DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE: August 10, 2021.  
IF YOU WANT TO REPEAT THE AD, PLEASE RESUBMIT BY DEADLINE.

When you sell your boat, consider including a gift 
membership to ACBS-Toronto. Visit acbs.ca and 

click on Join the Crew! for more details.

1954 Port Carling SeaBird 
#1754 with 4 cyl Buchanan 
JR4 60 HP.  This boat was 
fully restored in 2011-2012, 
with rear keel and a couple 
of bottom planks replaced - 
rest of boat is original and in 
excellent shape. All chrome 
was done by Cambridge 
Chrome. Motor rebuilt with 
new wiring under dash with 
fuses. New aluminum gas 
tank. Comes with 1999 
Cradle Ride trailer, single 
axle and surge brakes, used 
about 4 or 5 times. Complete 
package is being offered 
for $21,000 OBO. Contact 
Murray 705-741-4070. 

1951 SeaBird Utility. With 
the original family for 67 
years. Restoration completed 
in 2019 by Tom Adams. 
Repowered with a new 350 
HP, V-8 Chevy in 2010. 
Available for viewing in 
Port Carling. For sale with 
or without trailer. Contact: 
Richard Ennis at 416- 401- 
3602 or richardennis01@
gmail.com.

16’ 1961 Century-Corsair 
with Gray Marine - Fireball 
170 HP.  Beautifully restored. 
“Best of Show Preserved 
in 2011 ACBS”. Asking 
$19,500 OBO. Contact 
Murray 705-741-4070.

19’ 1974 AristoCraft 19 with 
7’7” beam and Mercruiser 
I/O 6cyl. 165 HP. Boat 
has undergone complete 
restoration, hull, topsides and 
interior. Includes dual axle 
trailer. Asking $15,500.00. 
Contact Wayne Robinson  
905-926-4808 or wayner@
inmarindustries.com.

1957 Greavette Cadet, 19 ft. 
Classy and elegant lapstrake 
runabout. Original Buchanan 
Meteor 6 cyl. 105 HP engine 
(with manual).  Completely 
restored from stem to stern 
including engine in 2020 by 
Teppy Corrigan at The Wooden 
Boat Shop, Gananoque. New 
custom canvas includes aft 
curtain and bow cover. Trailer 
included.  $33,500. Contact: 
tarahallwellington@gmail.com

15 ft. Georgian Bay rowing 
skiff. Cedar on oak lap-streak. 
Good Condition. Asking  
$1,950 OBO. Contact 
burkbshe@csolve.net.

1951 6 cylinder SCRIPPS 
complete marine engine and 
transmission. Removed from a 
1951 Hunter Runabout 25 years 
ago and always stored in heated 
shop. The motor is “stuck” from 
sitting...complete to rebuild. 
$500.00 OBO Call Rick at 
705-454-2054 (Coboconk) or 
shadowridge@sympatico.ca.

1959 14.5’ moulded 
plywood Paceship with 
1959 recently tuned 35 HP 
Evinrude. Comes complete 
with trailer in good condition 
with 2 new tires. Asking 
$2,500. Contact Larry at 
larryahha@gmail.com.

What’s in Your Basket?

Ingredients
 small flour tortillas
 Cheez Whiz
 asparagus
 multi-coloured sweet peppers

Directions
1)  Lightly blanch asparagus.
2) Slice peppers into strips.
3) Spread Cheez Whiz onto tortillas.
4)  Lay one row of peppers and several pieces  

of asparagus across one edge of the tortilla.
5) Roll up tightly.
6) Refrigerate.
7) Just before serving, slice into 2-3 pieces.

Asparagus Wraps
Dixie Robbie has submitted this simple 

but delicious recipe that will satisfy your 
crew on the water or on the shore. It’s 

always a hit wherever you go.
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16’ Classic WOODEN 
Race Boat - mahogany 2 
seater race boat. Built by 
Clarion Boats in 2006 with 
283 Chris Craft V8. She is 
a “Hot Rod on the Water!” 
Well maintained, always 
stored inside and must be 
seen. Trailer included – 
asking $57,500 and open to 
offers. Grampa wants it sold. 
Contact burkbshe@csolve.
net for more details.

1961 19’ Shepherd Model 
105, V-drive Crusader 
305 c.i.  Chev 220 HP.  
Restoration in 1987 by 
Butson’s included new 
bottom, upholstery, complete 
new drive train, stripped & re-
stained. Re-varnish and bottom 
paint in 2018 by Windsor 
Boats.  In pristine condition 
and includes custom dual axle 
trailer.  Boat house kept on 
Lake Rosseau. Asking $1,000 
+ costs. Rick 705-641-8148 
e-mail rsangwin@hotmail.com

LIGHTNING, 2000 22’6” 
Breen Gentleman’s Racer. 
Perfect boat, show condition 
inside and out. Stretched 
version of a Greavette 
Gentleman’s Racer popular 
in the 1930s. Trued bottom 
and modern Merc Cruiser 
350 HP engine. $155,000. 
Contact Greg 416-706-
1000 or email gv4martin@
outlook.com.

AND THERE’S MORE

23’ 2010 Clarion Mediterra 
Runabout. Pristine condition 
– approx. 170 hrs since 
new. Epoxy construction 
for durability and lower 
maintenance and a Mercruiser 
300 HP V-8 provides exciting 
performance. Ivory leather 
interior seats 6 in total 
comfort. Replacement cost 
$355K. Asking $155,000. 
Contact Paul pcrammond@
muskoka.com.  or 705-646 -8129.

1956 - 19’ Jr. Folkboat 
Sloop “Loki”. Lapstrake 
mahogany planking on white 
oak frames. This lovely little 
vessel was restored 14 years 
ago at Woodwind Yachts, and 
unfortunately has had little 
to no maintenance since. She 
now requires miscellaneous 
repairs and some refinishing 
work. Would be an ideal 
classic day sailer for the 
Muskoka Lakes.  AS IS  
$3,600. For more information 
call Ken 905 986-9663 or 
visit woodwindyachts.com.

1956 Grew Jolly Giant 
LOA - 23’ Beam 6’9”. Hull 
#14 of 20 built. Restoration 
completed in 2019 by Tom 
Adams. Power: Gray Marine 
Fireball, 225 HP. Available 
for viewing in Port Carling. 
For sale with or without 
trailer. Contact: Richard 
Ennis at 416- 401- 3602 or 
richardennis01@gmail.com.

21’ 1949 Greavette Carpe 
Diem. Seats 7 comfortably. 
Bottom redone 2020 (James 
Osler). Chrysler Crown, 
120HP, refurbished 2016 
(Matt Fairbrass). Varnished 
2006 (Butson Marine). 
Survey 2004. Asking $39, 
000. Contact Dave at 519-
438-5574 or 705-762-5965 
or davidarbell@rogers.com.

Classifieds When you sell your boat, consider including a gift 
membership to ACBS-Toronto. Visit acbs.ca and 

click on Join the Crew! for more details.

1989 GOZZARD C24 is 
a day motor cruiser with 
fiberglass hull.  The Muskoka 
Princess is 24 ft with an 8 
ft. beam.  She will seat 14 
people comfortably. 12 hp. 
Westerbeke diesel engine; 
Teleflex steering; electric 
and manual bilge pump; 
new compass & interior 
cushions. Curtains need 
refurbishing. Includes custom 
galvanized tandem axle 
trailer with brakes on one 
axle. $10,000.00. Contact 
Trevor 705-499-6042 or 
trevorhalford@bell.net.

1934 – 1935 16 Ft. Poulsbo 
built by Ronald Young for 
west coast fishing camps. 7 
HP inboard air cooled engine. 
She is a sound boat that needs 
a little TLC. Documentation 
& plans available. $ 5,500 
invested but Must Sell – 
Asking $3,500 OBO.  Contact 
burkbshe@csolve.net.

26’ 1923 Matheson, OLLAG 
is in great condition. Last 
restored in 2006 and the 
engine in 2011. Matheson 
hand built only 1 launch per 
year, and approx. 12 were 
ever made. Boathouse stored 
since 1974 and is only in 
the water when being used.  
The 1923 Scripps F4 81 hp 
starts and runs like a top. 
Current owner has amassed 
significant history and useful 
information about the boat 
and motor. Asking $100,000.  
Contact Stuart 647-401-8140 
or sangus@sympatico.ca. 
More images can be found 
on page 15.

1958 Century Arabian 18’, 
Hull number Q5862 with 
Gray Marine 327 Fireball 
& Velvet drive. Only 1 of 
4 known ‘58s to still exist. 
Less than 10 left of 206 built. 
Total repair and restoration 
is 90% complete including 
new no soak bottom, gauges, 
new upholstery, transom, 
Avodire decking, fuel tank 
restored, new windshield and 
all bright work show chrome. 
New custom waterline 
cover. Full surveyed and in 
Bristol condition according 
to Hagerty. Will finish the 
restoration in the Spring. 
More details and survey 
available upon request. 
Please contact Roger at 
getsplashed@gmail.com.

SOLD



21 ft Greavette Clipper I/O. 
New bottom, upholstery, 
varnish, chrome and top in 
excellent condition. Volvo 
Penta 8 cyl dual prop 225 
hp motor. Boathouse kept 
on Lake Muskoka since new 
in 1972. Fully maintained to 
highest standards. Call Stan 
at 705-764-0191.
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Classifieds When you sell your boat, consider including a gift 
membership to ACBS-Toronto. Visit acbs.ca and 

click on Join the Crew! for more details.

1971 15½’ Pigeon c/w 2008 
low hrs. Volvo Penta 4 cyl. 
3.01 135 hp. Fiberglass hull 
and teak decks all in clean, 
great shape. Drive refurbished 
in 2018. Complete with 
2008 well maintained EZ 
loader trailer and new 
Sunbrella mooring cover. 
Upholstery all new in 2018. 
Asking $13.900. Contact: 
Vincent 450-210-0543 - 
v incen tgagnon le t a r t e@
hotmail.com or Dominique 
450-545-9999 - dg966@
hotmail.com.

1907 24’ launch built by 
Alberta Boat Building Co., 
Edmonton.  “Otter” is cedar 
on oak ribs with unusual 
“ducktail” or “torpedo” style 
stern. White painted hull with 
white oak and mahogany 
trim and decks. Comes with 
custom trailer. Hull is sound 
but needs total re-finish.  
Losing storage and must 
sell.  $10,000 OBO. Contact 
Ron   1-705-737-7422 or  
ronbreckbill@gmail.com.

1927 27’ Ditchburn 
“Wasan”. Featured in Grace 
and Speed book by Doug 
Dunford. Complete refurb 
including new bottom by 
Duke’s 2017. Better than 
new.  Lake Rosseau. Make 
an Offer! Contact bobb@
breadnertrailers.com or call 
519-580-0215.

RAG TIME, 22’ 6” Gentleman’s 
Racer. Fashioned after the racers 
of the era, we replaced her bottom 
and all framework below the 
waterline, stripped and re-worked 
her interior and deck hardware 
in 2016-17. Powered by a newer 
315 hp. 350 GM, she is in perfect 
condition. Restoration can be seen 
on our web-site. $115,000.

AT EASE, 1896 Double-ended 
launch built by Dan Kidney, a 
big builder on the northern Great 
Lakes (Green Bay, Wisconsin). 
Originally powered by steam, she 
was converted to gasoline in the 
early 1900s. Totally rebuilt with 
new bottom. Now powered with 
a more reliable 25 HP 4 cylinder 
Gray Marine engine. $150,000.

MINT JULEP, 27’ 1928 
Ditchburn Viking. Powered 
by her original Kermath 680 cu. 
in. motor. Originally owned by 
Lady Eaton, Mint Julep could 
achieve speeds of over 40 mph. 
The Viking hull was the first 
production boat in the world with 
a stepped hull design. 100 Point 
Show Restoration. $450,000.

KEMAH II, a 25’ long deck 
launch designed by Earl 
Barnes and built by Ditchburn 
in 1934. Triple Cockpit, powered 
with her original 6-cylinder, 95 
horsepower Chrysler Flathead 
engine.  “First in Class” in 
Lake Tahoe California, Clayton 
New York, and Gravenhurst, 
Muskoka. She was also featured 
in the “Ditchburn Boats - a 
Muskoka Legacy”, by Harold 
Shield (2003). $200,000.

Images of these boats can  
be found on page 9. 

For more information call  
Peter 416-505-1869 or visit 

breenboats.com

Sunfish Sailboat – while most 
of my boats have a throttle, I am 
currently looking for a Sunfish. 
If you have one or know where 
one is please let me know. It may 
be under the cottage or leaning 
on a boathouse wall just needing 
a new owner to take care of it. 
I would be happy to give it a 
new home. Contact Bryan at  
bryrhodes@i-zoom.net.

Looking to complete my ACBS 
Toronto Boat Show Poster 
collection. Looking for posters 
1981, 1982, 1983 and 1985. I 
have available many duplicate 
issues of Classicboat magazine 
and boat show posters. 
Contact – Wayne Robinson 
905 926 4808 or   wayner@
inmarindustries.com 

1961-63 GAYLE 40 HP 
outboard motor any condition. 
I am looking specifically 
for this type of motor in the 
restoration of a 1962 Crestliner  
“Arabian” boat. Contact Rick at 
shadowridge@sympatico.ca.

LIGHTNING, 2000 22’6” 
Breen Greavette Replica Racer. 
Perfect boat, show condition 
inside and out. Stretched version 
of a Greavette Gentleman’s 
Racer popular in the 1930s. Trued 
bottom and modern Merc Cruiser 
350 HP engine. $155,000.

WA N T E D

Unique 18 ft Duke Playmate. 
Bottom is replaced, varnish, 
upholstery and navy top in 
excellent condition. Only 
Playmate with Chris-Craft 
Model B 65 hp motor which 
runs the boat fast in its class. 
Full instrumentation. No 
other Playmate can match 
this because of its custom 
qualities. Boathouse kept on 
Lake Muskoka. $20,000. Call 
Stan 705-764-0191.

1962 Duke 19 foot 
lapstrake utility runabout 
with 105 hp Buchanan 
engine, hull and deck 
refinished, Lake Muskoka 
boathouse stored, $10,500 
Contact 705-637-0634, 
meredithcoates20@gmail.com.

1960s survivor 9 ft kid’s 
boat. Not sure of make. 
Bottom and deck re-glassed, 
new transom, seats and 
wings. Newly painted and 
would be fun in the water or a 
cool bed at the cottage. $900. 
Contact murrayparnell@
icloud.com.

Reproduction “BUCHANAN” 
motor mounts by Antique 
Marine. Available for Midget 
and Junior Four (shown). 
In process - Rocket, Meteor 
and Master Six. Contact 
antiquemarine1033@gmail.
com or 416-821-2066.

SOLD
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boathouse craftsmanship

Families love our homes. We plan them that way!
We do more than plan the whole nine yards, we help you envision the 
construction all ‘round, enabling 360O views from every angle, 
so you can anticipate every little touch - down to the last detail.
     Whether Boat House, Boat Port, Vacation Home or Cottage, 

we aim to thrill every enthusiast of classic wood craftsmanship.
  With 25+ years on the lakes, we offer many surprising options. 
Call today. Ask about our flood resisting design & materials! 
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Our Purpose is:
To protect, preserve and promote our Canadian heritage of vintage 
watercraft by:
•  Providing events and services which educate and  

inspire member and public appreciation and enjoyment  
of this heritage.

•  Protecting and preserving vintage watercraft, related  
artifacts and information.

•  Working with and supporting non-profit organizations  
having links to our interest, events or venue communities.

•  Providing services to our members fostering fellowship, education and 
resource information in our common interest.

•  Increasing awareness of, appreciation of and participation in our Society.

Mission Statement

The Antique and Classic  
Boat Society

Join

and support the preservation of 
Canada’s Nautical Heritage

History
Craftsmanship
Heritage
Beauty
FUN!

ACBS-Toronto Membership Includes

•  “Classicboat” Magazine, issued  
quarterly to members, full colour, award 
winning production.

•  Membership directory — listing names, 
contact information, and boats of  
ACBS-Toronto members available online.

•  Participation in Toronto International 
Boat Show in January.

•  Boat restoration Workshop in February.
•  Spring Tour of boat restoration shops in April.
•  Canada’s largest in-water Vintage Boat Show in July.
•  ACBS Ship’s Store merchandise (clothing, books, posters, and more).
•  ACBS website (acbs.ca) for online club information, news, photo gallery, 

membership and event registration, members-only section including 
Membership Directory and much more.
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The Skipper Saver

On Behalf of Sam

Bringing The Traveller Home



Be a Part of it!

Toronto International Boat Show 
The ACBS-Toronto exhibit is a highlight at the Toronto International 
Boat Show to promote the appreciation of vintage watercraft.

Winter Workshop
Meet boat design, construction, and care experts, for a one-day 
educational experience on the art and science of boat building 
and restoration. You can network with boat enthusiasts with similar 
interests and skills.

Spring Tour
Ever wonder what goes into restoring a craft that has  
seen better days in an era gone by, to its former glory and splendour? 
The Spring Tour is where literally hundreds of members tour the 
restoration shops that bring these crafts back to life. Members love 
meeting the artisans and craftsmen to share in stories and their mutual 
love for vintage boats at one of our most popular events. 

The Antique and Classic Boat Society — Toronto  
(ACBS-Toronto) exists to celebrate the beauty and rich 
heritage of recreational boating in Ontario, Canada and 
around the world. 
As a member you will enjoy a full year of memorable outings, events, 
workshops, gatherings, and shows with other enthusiasts just like 
you. ACBS-Toronto attracts a wide variety of members from vintage 
and classic wooden and fibreglass boat owners to restorers and 
builders to people who simply appreciate these beautiful boats, and 
the craftsmanship with which they were built. Read on to discover 
the fellowship, excitement, and fun being an ACBS-Toronto member 
represents!

Summer Boat Show
Join thousands of boat lovers at Canada’s largest annual in-water 
Vintage Boat Show at the Muskoka Wharf. Experience displays for 
every boating interest, including the flea market and field of dreams, 
(i.e. boats for sale and restoration), ride-along programs, numerous 
vendors, and youth and children’s activities. The Boat Show offers fun 
and interest for all ages.

Museum Relations/Donations
We collaborate and contribute to a variety of organizations 
whose objectives are in line with our mission statement.  
A number of recipients are directly engaging young people  
in our hobby/passion. 

Membership Directory
ACBS-Toronto Membership Online Directory is a collection 
of contact information, boat listings, and Marketplace 
advertisements. Reach fellow members, view a listing of boats 
and owners and let the Society know what boat(s) you may 
have. Printed version is available upon request.

National Vintage Boating Day and Rendezvous
Participate in many summer rendezvous, where you can join up and 
travel for a day in a vintage craft while visiting various locations and 
enjoying local hospitality.

The WAVE (We Are Volunteers Engaged)
Join our unique volunteer program — the WAVE 2.0 — and become 
one of our most valuable resources. ACBS-Toronto is a member-driven, 
volunteer-run organization. Contact wave@acbs.ca for more information.

Boat ownership is NOT necessary for membership in the ACBS

Antique Boat Classifications
Historic: Any boat built up to and including 1918.

Antique: Any boat built between 1919 and 1942 inclusive.  
Classic: Any boat built between 1943 and 1975 inclusive.  

Late Classic: *Any boat built between 1976 and 25 years prior to the current date. 
Early Contemporary: *Any wooden boat built between 1976 and 25 years 

prior to the current date.
Late Contemporary: *Any wooden boat built in the last 25 years.

Fibreglass Classic: *Any Fibreglass boat built 25 years prior to the current date.
*Exceptions apply.

MEMBERSHIP CONTACT:
For questions or to request a hard/paper copy of our membership  

application please contact:
Scott Dunsmoor 

Tel: 416-299-3311   Fax: 416-299-3387
membership@acbs.ca

ACBS-Toronto
2528 Bayview Ave., P.O. Box 35529, North York, ON  M2L 2Y4

Join the fun
acbs.silkstart.com/cpages/join 

For more information about volunteering please contact  
wave@acbs.ca 

Visit our website for more details: 
www.acbs.ca 

mailto:membership%40acbs.ca?subject=
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